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ENERGY ECONOMICS INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COSTA RICA'S ICE TO SELL ELECTRICITY TO REGION 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 25 Jan 82 p 6A 


[ Text | With the sale of electricity to Nicaragua beginning about the middle of 
this year, and subsequently to Panama in 1984, the ICE [ Costa Rican Electricity 
Institute | will be marketing its excess production of electrical power, which will 
be greater next year. 


This was revealed by ICE sources in referring to the contract to interconnect 
electrical systems that is. to be signed between that entity and the IRHE [ Insti- 
tute of Hydraulic Resources and Electricity | of Panama on 4 February, providing 
for our country to sell electricity to the latter. 


This will provide the Panamanians with a substitute for their thermoelectric 
plants--which are oil-fired--by taking advantage of our local power surplus to 
satisfy their demand. 


The sale of electricity to Nicaragua could begin about the middle of this year, 
upon completion of the transmission lines from the Cana, Guanacaste substation. 
A contract similar to the one to be signed with Panama was signed with Nicaragua 
in 1977. 


Nicaragua's National Energy Institute will be buying between 40 and 50 million 
colons of electricity, corresponding to a quantity of between 100 and 150 million 
kilowatt-hours, annually. 


Upon completion of the southbound transmission lines, construction of which-- 
starting from the Rio Macho dam--will begin next year, it is hoped to sell to 
Panama between $5 and $10 million a year of electricity, depending upon the capa- 
city of their system and the severity of their local winter. 


Surplus 


The ICE source indicated that such sales will incur no additional cost from the 
standpoint of our national plants and will have no effect on our domestic con- 
sumption, since they will involve our energy surplus. 

















This surplus will come into being especially when the first unit of the Corobivzi 
project becomes operational in March and the second follows 6 months later. 


Moreover, it was explained, the transfer of electricity will take place especially 
during the winter months, when generally there is a greater flow of water and 
hence an energy surplus that until now has not been put to use. 


It was stated that even though local demand will rise over the next several years, 
the hydroelectric generation capacity will also increase with the completion of 
the mentioned project and the putting into operation, subsequently, of the so- 
called Ventanas-Garita plant, construction of which will begin next year, accord- 
ing to ICE estimates. 


The mentioned ICE source clarified that the electricity to be sold to the above- 
named countries will be the surplus generated by the entire national electrical 
power system and not that of any one particular plant. 


Moreover, the interconnection is so designed that electric power can be sent at 
any time from the other two countries back to ours--a very improbable situation, 
it was remarked. 


The same transmission lines will benefit many communities, especially in the 
southern zone, where thermal plants now operate that will be eliminated once the 
project becomes operational. 


9399 
3010/840 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS ARGENT INA 


OIL RESERVES--Mendoza (NA)--Argentina's oil reserves will last another 
13.5 years and its gas reserves 24.5 years, according to former 

YPF [Government Oil Deposits] petrochemical manager Ruben Maltoni. In a 
lecture here, the oil expert said this was "a reasonable figure for a 
semi-developed nation.” [Text] [Buenos Aires HERALD in English 22 Mar 82 
p 9 PY] 


CSO: 3010/1134 








ENERGY ECONOMICS COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


CARIBBEAN OLL SEARCH--Bogota, 14 Mar (EFE)--The Colombian Government has 
announced that it will initiate oil exploration in the Roncador, Quita Sueno 
and Serrana cays in the Caribbean Sea in order to confirm sovereignty over 
them. Mines and Energy Minister Carlos Rodado Noreiga has disclosed that 
the cays--also claimed by the Nicaraguan Government, who argues that they 
are in its sea area--are apparently rich in hydrocarbons. As part of its 
immediate plans, the Colombian Petroleum Enterprise will be undertaking 
petroleum exploration projects in a large part of the national territory 
in an effort to achieve self-sufficiency in the supply of petroleum aad 
its byproducts. The reaffirmation of sovereignty is apparently the result 
of the constant Nicaraguan arms purchases, which is considered as a 
threat for Colombia. [Text] [PA141840 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0810 GMT 

14 Mar 82] 


ENERGY PLAN--Bogota--Colombia is among the first countries in Latin America, 
and even in the world, to have a complete study outlining energy problems 
and prospects for the next 20 years. This was announced by (Diego Otero), 
national deputy chief of planning, who said that the country will beco.ue 
solely an exporter of fuel in the near future. The government official 

made this statement while commenting on the importance of the national 
energy study, concluded after more than 2 years of complex research. The 
document contains the alternatives and projects for the development of energy 
programs in the country. On the same subject (Enrique Rodriguez), who is 
also an adviser in the national planning office, said that in a few years 
Colombia will show substantial growth in its oil production, to the point 
that it will triple its present production by the year 2000. He explained 
that these projections are based mainly on the following facts: oil-production 
estimates are quite promising, as we expect to be self-sufficient in 3 to 4 
years. There has been a considerable growth in the extraction of coal as a 
result of the development of large mining projects on the Atlantic coast, and 
a forecasted increase in the number of new mines in the central part of the 
country, as well as the reactivation of present mines. The production of 
other energy sources such as gas, wood, and so forth will be relatively slow, 
and will be determined by the increase in domestic demand. Under these 
conditions, Colombia will become solely an exporter of energy in the future, 
the national planning expert concluded. [Text] [PA162200 Bogota Emisoras 
Caracol Network in Spanish 1215 GMT 16 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1138 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


JAMAICA 


USE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS SHOWS DECLINE IN 1981 OVER 1980 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Mar 82 p 1 


—— 





{Text ] 


THERE WAS A DECLINE of just under 
11,000 barreis in the use of petroleum products 
by the Jamaican economy (international and 
domestic sectors) during 1981, compared to 1980. 
The total petroleum consumption figure fell from 
15,748,658 barrels in 1980 to 15,731,808 barrels 
in 1981, a Ministry of Mining and Energy release 
said. 

In the domestic sector (which impacts directly on the 
Jamaican economy) there was a 2.1% decline - from 
6,858,177 barrels in 1980 to 6,711,440 in 1981. How- 
ever, in the international sector (i.e. bauxite/alumina, 
aviation and shipping), there was 1.5% increase in pet- 
roleum usage - mainly heavy fuel oi! and automotive 
yy from 8,885,481 barrels in 1980 to 9,020,362 
in ° 


The gross value of the domestic import bill was 
U.S.$309.9 million, while that of the international sec- 
tor was U.S.§265 million for petroleum products durin 
the year. When combined, this represents a total o 


— million comparéd to US$418 million in 


CSO: 3025/203 





ON A PRODUCT-BY-PRODUCT BASIS, the major 
contributors to the 2.1% decline in the domestic sector 
was automotive diesel oil, used mainly for transporta 
tion and for the use of JPSCo and local industry. Some 
185,237 barrels were saved, a decline of 15% from 
1,219,388 barrels in 1980 to 1,034,146 barrels in 1981. 
Heavy fuel oil, used mainly for industrial fuel, ‘also. con- 
tributed, with a decrease of 55,494. barrels: from 
$,298,750-in 1980 to $,242,256 in 1981. 


The savings were partially offset by a.5% increase in 
the use of motor gasolene from 1,444,679 in 1980 to 
1,518,477 in 1981, which, according to an official, is 
“a dangerous trend and must not be allowed to contin- 
ue because of the relativel high cost to the économy 
and the general worldwide decline trend in 
availability. ie ae 

There was also an apparent substitution in the use of 
cooking fuels within the economy. Kerosene con- 
sumption declined by 20,402 barrels or nearly 7% 
(282,218 barrels ty om to y veer 8% 
cooking gas increa y 16, arrels or nearly 5% 
from 58.338 barrels in 1980 to 366,798 barrels in 


1981]. 























ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


ENERGY PROGRAM FUNDING--Three of Jamaica's energy programmes—solar ponds, 
wind mapping and biogas--will be financed by the Latin American Energy 
Organization (OLADE) with some U.S.$1.l-million. Decision to fund the pro- 
grammes was taken at the recent meeting of the Executive Committee of Mi‘:is- 
ters held in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. At the meeting, the initial speci ic 
projects of the Latin American Energy Co-operation Programme (PLACE) w re 
discussed and decided upon. Minister of State in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, the Hon. Basil Buck, represented Jamaica. In relation to solar 
ponds, funds will be directed to assist in determining whether saline or non- 
saline ponds on-shore can be used as an energy source for rural areas. 

With regard to wind mapping, a survey of "wind regime" in the island leading 
to the assembly and eventual erection of the most appropriate sites to gen- 
erate energy from the wind, will be undertaken. Funds for the biogas pro- 
gramme will cover the construction and operation of family size and medium 
village size units for biogas, lighting and refrigeration in rural areas. 
While in Brazil, Mr. Buck had discussions with Mr. Cesar Cals, Minister of 
Mines and Energy in Brazil, and other government and private sector officials. 
Mr. Buck made arrangements for a team from the Jamaica Bauxite Institute to 
visit Brazil in April to survey their bauxite and alumina industry with a 
view to bi-lateral co-operation. He also held discussions regarding Brazil 
and its relationship with the International Bauxite Association, JIS 
reported. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Mar 82 p 2] 


CSO: 3025/203 














ENERGY ECONOMICS MEXICO 


CFE: DECISION CRITERIA FOR NUC] EAR CONTRACTS 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 16 Feb 82 pp 1-A, 11-A 


[Article by Nora Hilda Gomez: "We Will Not Jeopardize the Country on Import- 
ing Nuclear Technology" ] 


[Text] Mexico has already received concrete offers from Canada, Sweden, the 
United States, France and Germany to provide the technology that will allow 
the development of its nuclear industry. These proposals will be examined, 
and we will choose the one which does not jeopardize our sovereignty or 
fosters~ ~ a dangerous dependency on foreign countries. 


The Mexican reply will have to be given before next June, for which reason 
the Federal Electricity Commission in cooperation with the Secretariat of 
Patrimony and Industrial Development, the National Institute for Nuclear 
Research, Mexican Uranium and the National commission for Nucxear Safety and 
Safeguards are studying these proposals and will choose the one which offers 
the greatest advantages to Mexico and does not imply great dependency. 


The Federal Electricity Commission pointed out that 15 days ago it received 
complete reports from the following companies: Asea Atom, Atomic Energy, 
Cumbustion Engineering Inc., Framatome, General Electric Co., Westinghouse 
Electric Co., Kraftwer Union and Aktiengesellischaft. 


The energy sector, which summoned a competition to acquire nuclear technology, 
will examine the proposal most suitable for the national interest; which will 
allow the assimilation of this technology through its practical application, 
without neglecting the progress of research programs in various areas. 


That is, in accordance with the National Energy Program, the nuclear technology 
that will be acquired, without favoring any country specifically, will have 

to permit the development of new fuels, the designing of reactors with a 
greater degree of efficiency and new standards and devices for safety. 


The CFE [Federal Electricity Commission] explained that at this selection 
stage, they will also make sure that the technology to be acquired will 
contribute to the long-term programs outlined by the electricity sector. 

















The Program for Nuclear Energy establishes a formula whose aim is, among 
other things, to prevent the average price of electric current from declining 
in real terms. 


Given the goals of increasing productivity in generating electricity, the aim 
is that the sector will finance with its own funds about 25 percent of its 
program of investments, among other programs. 


9545 
CSO: 3010/1120 


























ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


RISE IN OIL OUTPUT URGED; FRICE DROP HITS REVENUES 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Mar 82 p 1 
[Article by John Alleyne] 

[Text] San Fernando: 


Oil companies in Trinidad and Tobago have been urged to step up production of 
heavy crude in land areas to offset the downward trend of crude prices on the 
world market. 


The appeal was made by Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Mr Patrick 
Manning, on Tuesday when he commented on the US $4 drop in the price of 
crude, 


He said the cutback in crude prices would mean a drop in this country's 
revenue. The Minister said the US $4 drop announced on Tuesday would have an 
adverse effect on the revenue that would accrue to this country. 


Mr Manning, and officials from his ministry were on the last leg of touring 
petroleum mining companies in this country when they visited Premier Con- 
solidated Oil Company (PCOL) in Fyzabad. 


PCOL is the smallest oil producing company in Trinidad with an average yield 
of 300 barrels daily compared with Amoco's 95,000 barrels. 


He said the country was affected by the frequent drop in crude prices and it 
was important for Trinidad and Tobago to increase its production on land, 
especially in the area of heavy crude to offset the falling prices. 


Consultation 


With Mr. Manning on tour were Mr. Trevor Bhoopsingh, Permanent Secretary, 
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, and Mr. Hugh Hinds, Chief Petroleum 
Engineer. 


When Mr. Manning asked Oilfields Workers Trade Union representative, Mr 
Orlando Thomas, if he had any comment, Mr. Thomas indicated thar the union 
was “well aware" of the operations of the company. 














"We are kept thoroughly apor. _.sed hy the company of its operations and there 
is regular consultation between the union and the company," Mr. Thomas said. 


With Mr. Thomas representing the OWTU on the tour were Mr. Linton Moraldo 
and Mr. Lionel Cupid. 


Mr. Manning said his visit to PCOL was significant because that company 
"represents the oldest oil company operating in the country that has con- 
tinued in the same way and basically under the same ownership. "I am 
advised," he said at a Press conference after his tour, "that the company was 
incorporated in 1934 and that basically it operated in the same way then as 
it does today." 


One of the things which Mr. Manning said particularly interested him about 
PCOL was its "new approach, consideration of localisation programme which is 
consistent with its determinationto improve its levels of production in 
Trinidad and Tobago, a factor which has come about as a consequence of the 
determination of the company to take advantage of the petroleum tax legislation 
passed by the Trinidad and Tobago Parliament in May, 1981, retroactive to 
January, 1980." 





Significant 


PCOL, Mr Manning said "is an extremely small operation, producing at the 
present time between 300 and 310 barrels of oil a day. Very small and very 
different in comparison with other companies, like Amoco which is producing 
approximately 95,000 barrels a day, but very significant when one takes into 
consideration the fact that the attitude of the personnel in the company is 
very significant and in keeping with the Government's approach with respect 
to small business development." 


He said that despite serious financial constraints the company, nevertheless, 
was maximising the use of its resources, both in terms of finances and equip- 
ment to stimulate its production, and he was pleased to state that between 
November, 1981, and the present time, production had moved from 212 barrels 

a day to between 300 to 310 barrels a day, an increase of about 33 per cent, 
"a significant increase indeed." 


He said the company had embarked since December, 1981 on a programme by which 
it was re-activating several wells not in production for quite some time and 
had started a new drilling programme in which three wells had been drilled 

to date, one of which "is a flowing well, the only flowing well owned by the 
company and which produced between 30 and 45 barrels of oil a day." 


CSO: 3025/203 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EXPERT REVEALS REGION FLIGHT OF CAPITAL THROUGH COSTA RICA 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 10 Jan 82 p 4A 


[Article by Lidiette Brenes de Charpentier: "Expert Reveals Flight of Capital 
From Country" | 


[Text ] Costa Rica's foreign exchange market is being used as a tunnel for the 
flight of capital funds, especially Nicaraguan and Salvadoran, according to 
affirmations by Dr Jorge Sol Castellanos, an official of the IDB. 


In a report analyzing the economic situation of the country, this expert states 
that flight of domestic capital is also taking place and that the two movements 
are producing an upward pressure on the exchange rate. 


Dr Sol Castellanos has examined the Costa Rican crisis at the technically-based 
request of the IDB. Nevertheless, the expert stated in the document that the 
ideas and opinions expressed in it are entirely personal. 


One of the recommendations made is that the government address the crisis with a 
strategy of its own, a national one; until now its action has been guided by the 
policies and terms of international bodies. 


Magnitude of the Crisis 


Dr Sol Castellanos stated his impression that the Costa Ricans have not yet fully 
understood the magnitude and depth of the crisis and have not evaluated some of 
the dangers inherent in the current situation that could make it even more serious 
in 1982 and in the years immediately following. 


He found that many Costa Ricans tend to think that with a monetary devaluation in 
excess Of 400 percent "the worst will have passed," whereas the fact is that the 
worst is probably yet to come, unless the government and the people are able to 
adequately resolve their problems. 


Factors of particular concern to the expert are: the suspension of payments on 


the foreign debt and its servicing; the currency market and the exchange rate; 
the fiscal deficit; the monetary situation; and inflationary trends. 
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In his analysis he revealed two upward pressures on the exchange rate. One of 
these he characterizes as normal, being of economic origin, in that, it arises 
from the currency demands of the public institutions and of private business for 
its imports, for the servicing of its foreign obligations and for other kinds of 
needs. There is also the speculation that is inherent in a rising free market. 


The second type of pressure, which he characterizes as abnormal, is being pro- 
duced by the political events that are taking place especially in Nicaragua and 

El Salvador. Capital from those countries is using Costa Rica's currency exchange 
market as an escape tunnel to the outside, taking advantage of the facilities 
provided by the Central American Multilateral Payment and Clearing House System 

by flouting or fraudulently evading its regulations. 


Even if this does not occur, the expert added, Costa Rica provides an active 
marketplace where Central American currencies can be exchanged for Costa Rican 
colons and used freely to buy and remit dollars or other currencies abroad. 


National Capital 


In addition to these operations, there is also an outflow of domestic capital, 
motivated by the concern or fear being felt by many well-to-do Costa Ricans in the 
face of the conflicts that are perturbing Central America, Dr Sol Castellanos 
finds. 


He adds that it is virtually certain that a goodly part of the foreign indebted- 
ness incurred by the country in recent years has gone into financing the flight 
of capital from the nation itself as well as from its neighboring countries. 


The danger seen by this expert is that a situation of widespread violence through- 
out Central America could provoke a stampede of funds leaving the region. In such 
circumstances, he says, the exchange rate could lose all semblance of normality 
and shoot up to exhorbitant and unpredictable levels. 


The problem, he finds, does not derive from the situation per se as much as it 
does from the way in which the free exchange market, "which could more appro- 
Priately be termed a very free market," is structured, in that, there is nothing 
to prevent it from running away at any moment, with disastrous results for the 
country. 


He therefore recommends that in the design of the country's exchange policy there 
be incorporated provisions for, on the one hand, preventing or reducing the flight 
of capital and, on the other hand, preventing or opportunely counteracting any 
tendency on the part of the exchange market to run wild. 


Prudence 


Dr Sol Castellanos does not doubt in the least that the IMF and the World Bank 
have only the best intention of helping Costa Rica as one of their member coun- 
tries. 

















But it is also true, he says, that both institutions adhere to juridical guide- 
lines, operative rules and regulations and doctrinary positions, whose application 
need not coincide with the country's best interests. 


One of the conditions placed upon the country by the IMF and cited in particular 
by the IDB expert is to the effect that the Central Bank can neither buy nor sell 
foreign currencies to influence the movement of rates. 


This means, he explains, that the country's monetary authorities must remain impas- 
sive to market movements, no matter how speculative, erratic or chaotic they 
may be, and even at the risk of seeing a sudden twofold or threefold devaluation 
take place in the exchange rate. 


It also requires that the government not prevent the importation of any item 
whatever, whether that item be absolutely essential, useless or unsuited to the 
national economy. 


Using figurative terms, Dr Sol Castellanos asserts that these constraints will 
place the government in the position of a soldier who must go into battle with his 
hands tied. 


As regards the World Bank, the economist points out, its terms stem from the 
theory called "supply side economics" that is advocated by the Reagan administra- 
tion in the United States and "that is being so bitterly fought against by the 
Congress itself, the press, and the academic and labor sectors of that country." 


He criticizes the condition placed by the World Bank requiring the liberalization 
of domestic prices--that is, that local prices must coincide with international 
prices--as well as the one with respect to raising interest rates to 40 percent, 
because of their costs and the social repercussions they involve. 


"This is why," he states, "it is not surprising that the minister of finance, 
Emilio Garnier, has responded very prudently to the World Bank, accepting the 
principles of its plan but advising it that he is not prepared to apply the pro- 
posed measures to the extent and with the speed requested by the Bank." 


In his conclusions, Dr Sol Castellanos stresses the need for the country to draw 
up its own strategy to deal with the crisis. 


Tomorrow's edition will present the expert's views on our foreign indebtedness. 


9399 
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COUNT! - “=CTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CREATION OF CDC RAISES POSITIVE, NEGATIVE REACTIONS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 23 Jan 82 p 6A 


[Text] The absence of talks with countries bordering on Costa Rica, the nonexis- 
tence of prior studies, Nicaragua‘s role and the origin of the CDG [Central 
American Democratic Community | were topics of discussion by Costa Ricans from 
different viewpoints. 


At the same time, positive reactions to the creation of this entity on Tuesday of 
last week by the foreign ministers of Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica have 
been received from abroad. 


According to its founding ministers--Cesar Elvir Sierra, Fidel ChavesMena and Bernd 
Niehaus--it is an economic and political entity, the aim of which is to unify 
initiatives in seeking economic aid for the region. Niehaus insists that it is o- 
pen to all nations of the Caribbean and Central America, provided they subscribe 
to its principles. 


Problems 


Because one of the principles to which the founders are committed is the repudia- 
tion of politico-armamentism, the Salvadoran foreign minister has objected to the 
entry of Nicaragua as long as that country continues "the accelerated purchase of 
arms." 


The Nicaraguan political parties friendly to the FSLN [ Sandinist National Libera- 
tion Front } see the CDC as a bloc fostered by the United States in preparation 
for an eventual aggression against their country. 


Former Minister of Public Security Juan Jose Echeverria Brealey shares this view- 
point in certain of its aspects. "There are certain wordings," he says, "that 
lend themselves to disagreeable interpretations and that could serve Central 
America's most conservative groups as a basis for making trouble for Nicaragua. 

I am sure this was not the intention of the government of Costa Rica, and I hope 
there has not been international pressure for the creation of the CDC." 


He also questions reliance upon the Salvadoran government, which "condemns terror- 
ism, but has not yet returned the hijackers of the SANSA plane." 
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Furthermore, he asserts, the negotiations among the three countries that signed 
the CDC agreement "appear to have expressly excluded Nicaragua," although "elemen- 
tary diplomatic courtesy" called for informing the bordering countries regarding 
their plans. 


In his opinion, "it is a tactical error™ to exclude those countries, considering 
that the Honduran and Costa Rican governments are only a few days away from the 
end of their terms in office and El Salvador is incapable of maintaining order 
within its borders. 


Initiative From Above 


In the view of lawyer Alvaro Fernandez Silva, the resolution that gave birth to 
the CDC “appears to have been drawn up by way of an initiative from above to which 
Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica simply adhered." 


He explains that the text contains Anglo-Saxon juridical terms that are foreign 
to our national juridical system. For example, the 5th article speaks of "expro- 
priations without priorly negotiated indemnization." "What does that mean? In 
Costa Rica, such a thing does not exist: Expropriation takes place starting from 
a negotiation," he points out. 


He thinks the intent of the CDC is to convey an image of security to foreign 
investors, and from that standpoint he considers it positive. 


But he adds that only yesterday Honduras and El Salvador suspended negotiations 
on a reciprocal trade agreement. In other words, he says, an attempt is being 
made to revive the [Central Amer ican | Common Market, but without success. 


He also criticizes the fact that the application of the CDC's norms is being left 
to the judgement of the foreign ministers, "and that is unusual" when the aim is 
of a regulatory nature, and especially so when juridical recourses differ from 
One country to another of those involved. 


On the other hand, former Foreign Minister Gonzalo Facio, lawyer Luis Demetrio 
Tinoco and Mr Albert Galeano, director of the BCIE [Central American Bank of 
Economic Integration | have expressed themselves in favor of the initiative. 


-aclio agrees that this is not the most propitious moment to create the CDC, with 
cwo governments at a transitional stage and another having to deal with problems 
° armed unrest, besides the fact that other groups were not consulted. 


He does not, in the case of Costa Rica, deny the authority of the present govern- 

ment to act upon decisions a few weeks away from the end of its term. "But it 

is clear that it should consult on plans that are to be implemented during the 
-Llowing term," he remarks. 
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As to Nicaragua's reaction, he states that it was “logical,” but at the same time 
-~-he says--the CDC is not proposing anything new in calling for international 
solidarity in the event of aggression. The TIAR { Inter-American Reciprocal As- 
sistance Treaty | already exists. 


Lawyer Tinoco, for his part, says that Nicaragua's fears are but "a suspicion 
without grounds." 


He speaks of the entity in glowing terms. "It represents," he says, “an effort 
to preserve and strengthen the democratic institutions of the region as well as 


its economic development." 


He adds that if the initiative prospers, an improvement can be expected in the 
difficult situation all the nations of the isthmus are facing. 


As for Galeano, he expresses approval of the initiative, "which will undoubtedly 
contribute to the development of the member countries." 


9399 
CSO: 3010/840 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EUROPEAN GRANT TO CARICOM TO BOOST MARKETING, TRADE 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Mar 82 p 7 


[Text ] GEORGETOWN, Guyana — The European 


Development Fund |EDF] has approved a 
grant of nearly $4 million for trade 
CAMCOR in the Caribbean Community 
CARICOM], it has been officially an- 
nounced here. 


The grant to the CARICOM 
Secretariat comes under the second Lome 
Convention, which links the European 
Economic Community [EEC] to developirg 
TI in Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific 


The aid 1.8 million European units of account, is 
to help CARICOM fund a major programme in 
marketing and trade promotion. 

According to an official release from the EEC 
delegation’s office here. the regional programme, 
scheduled to start: in June, will provide over 80 man- 
months of experts and t cal advisers in 
marketing and industrial development through the 
establishment of a Technical Services Unit (TSU) and 
a Manpower Development Unit (MDU). 


The TSU will = marketing and export promotion 
provide services .identify exporters and implement marketing 
programmes and export-oriented investment opportunities. 

The MDU is designed to improve the performance of national 
export promotion bodies and private sector organisations in some 
CARICOMcountries,by providing the training of personnel through 
seminars, and coordinate regional tre.ning activities. 

The regional project will be implemented by the CARICOM 
secretariat, in conjunction with tho national trade oo 
units, the Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce 
{CAIC) and national pri vate sector organisations. 


CSO: 3025/204 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELAN CALVANI IN ARGENTINA--(NA)--The secretary-general of the Latin 
American Christian Democratic Organization (ODCA), Aristides Calvani of 
Venezuela, arrived in Buenos Aires yesterday for talks with government 
authorities, politicians and to speak at the Argentine International 
Relations Council (CARI). Tonight he will dine with members of the multiparty 
grouping. He will speak on the Central American crisis at the CARI, together 
with Ambassador Carlos Ortiz de Rozas, radical politician Fernando de la Rua, 
and Jose Antonio Allende tomorrow. On Wednesday he will hold an "in-depth" 
meeting with Foreign Minister Nicanor Costa Mendez. He is also expected to 
meet with President Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri. Calvani returns to 
Venezuela on Thursday. [Text] [PY221815 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 

22 Mar 82 p 9] 


ARGENTINE CREDIT TO PERU--The Argentine Central Bank has announced that 
Argentina has extended a $250 million line of credit to Peru for the purchase 
of Argentine goods and services, to be made available in $50 million yearly 
installments over a 5-year period. Since Peru is already using an initial 
$50-million credit, the credit, the credit line totals $300 million. 

[Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Mar 82 p 13 PY] 


CSO: 3010/1134 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


MANRIQUE AGAINST INVESTIGATION OF 'DIRTY WAR' 
PY221747 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 22 Mar 82 p 9 


[Text] (NA)--Federal Party President Francisco Manrique said yesterday 
that he rejected the idea of an inquest into anti-terrorist operations in 
Argentine. 


He spoke with reporters at Ezeiza Airport just before taking off for 
El Salvador, where he will serve as an international observer in the 
embattled Central American country's elections next week. 


"Nobody with half a brain, with responsibility, with their feet on the 
ground, could have cause to investigate into the horrifying war which we 
have just been through," Manrique said. But Manrique also called for "those 
who carried out the repression" to produce all the documents possible, so 
that they can be used as tragic but effective testimony for history, 

justice and memory." 


Speaking of next Sunday's elections in El Salvador, which are to be boycotted 
by the Farabundo Marti guerrillas, Manrique said, "I know that, whatever 
the outcome, (the elections) will be called unrepresentative or fraudulent." 


"But I share the Pope's point of view... which is that elections are the 
closest thing to the best way, despite their defects, and that they should 
be supported," Manrique added. 


Manrique opined that the United States "supports the electoral solution, 
although in hindsight I also remember its tolerance of stingy interests 
and corrupt armed forces." 


He also accused the Soviet Union and Cuba of arming "the leftist guerrillas" 
in El Salvador. 


As for Argentina's role, Manrique said, "The help that has been announced 
will be instructional, although war and logistical supplies should not be 
ruled out." 

Manrique told reporters that Foreign Minister Nicanor Costa Mendez had given 


him all the information he needed on El Salvador. 


CSO: 3010/1134 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


GENERAL SAYS ‘CLOSE BOOK' ON MISSING 
PY282124 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 28 Feb 82 p 9 


[Text] (NA)--Argentina must "close the book on the war against subversion," 
Retired General Luciano Benjamin Menendez stated yesterday in a letter to the 
press. 


Investigation into the "subject of the ‘disappeared’ plays right into the hands 
of communist propaganda," Menendez said in his letter, which elaborated on remarks 
he made in last week's issue of the magazine GENTE Y LA ACTUALIDAD. 


General Menendez, former commander of the Third Army Corps, based in Cordoba, 

was forced into retirement in 1979 because he staged an abortive coup against the 
government of former President Jorge Videla, following the release of former 

LA OPINION Editor Jacobo Timermann. 


In his interview with GENTE magazine, Menendez called for investigators to "get 
to the bottom" of the recent disappearance and murder of Ana Maria Martinez. 
But he also suggested that it would be "best to forget" about those who remain 
unaccounted for in the wake of the government security forces’ campaign against 
presumed terrorists. 


"The 'disappeared' have disappeared," Menendez told GENTE, "and no one knows 
where they are. We have always published what we know (concerning) those who were 
detained and those who died in the confrontations. We don't know any more." 


Menendez denied that a list of the "disappeared" existed: "How would one make 
such a list?" he wondered in the GENTE interview, "asking around? (asking) whom? 
This is completely unrealistic." 


Efforts to find out what happened to those who disappeared, "which stir up doubts 
about the procedures used by the military and security forces," is the only way 
"subversion, following the leads of its red masters, can remain active in our 
country,’ Menendez said in his interview with GENTE. 


CSO: 3020/68 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


FIRMENICH ANNOUNCES PLAN FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION 
FL230250 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0115 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] Mexico City, 22 Mar (NOTIMEX)--The Peronist movement in exile 
"Montoneros" announced a plan today to liberate Argentina from the military 
dictatorship in power. The plan was presented by Mario Eduardo Firmenich, 
secretary general of the movement, who said that the real tool for over- 
throwing the dictatorship has been found through the political concept of 
unity which in recent years had been difficult to establish. He said that 
the recent wounds suffered by the social body of the nation, the clashes 
between the (?Peronist) movement and the middle sectors, and the illegality 
still prevailing today had made it difficult for unity to be established. 


He expressed the opinion that the prospect of the Argentine people is now 
without doubt to march forward in a more coordinated and more united 
mobilization against the military junta which continues to deteriorate. 

He added that the Peronist movement has a special political significance 
expressed by a great majority of the youths who amount to 5 million and have 
never voted. However, he said that unity "of action" is still necessary 
among all sectors. 


He stressed that the main points to be demanded are the immediate recovery 

of the purchasing power of wages and the repeal of the present repressive 
legislation. However, he said, it is necessary to work toward a wide-ranging 
plan which will achieve more united forms of organization and which in the 
economic level will implement a strong reinvestment program to increase 
production, something which only the state has the ability to do. 


He added that the revolutionary movements of Central America coincide with 
the Argentine movement's policies because they have the common objective of 
destroying the socioeconomic structures of oppression and dependency. He 
pointed out that ia the Argentine case the circumstances are different be- 
cause over 80 percent of the population is urban, with the peasants forming 
a minority, and there is no illiteracy. Therefore, he added, the social 
and political movement will be undertaken in the streets as occurred in 
Cordova. He said that there was a possibility of "Argentine uprising" 
[Argentinazo]. 


CSO: 3010/1134 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI MINISTER VISITS--Buenos Aires, 17 Mar (LATIN-REUTER)--Hisham Nazir, 

the planning minister of Saudi Arabia, today said that his country is 
interested in investing in Argentine lumber and meat products and in the 
mining industry. At a press conference given at the end of a 4-day visit 

to the country, Nazir said that he had also discussed plans for Argentine 
and Saudi Arabian companies to set up a cold storage complex in Saudi Arabia, 
designed as a center for the storage and distribution of Argentine meat 

in the Middle East. Argentine Planning Secretary Jose Miret said that both 
parties had also discussed the possibility of Argentine construction 
companies participating in building two new industrial cities in Saudi Arabia. 
Miret added that several Argentine companies had shown interest in bidding 
for the contracts for building urban infrastructure, heavy industry plants 
and drainage and sewage systems. During his visit, Nazir held meetings with 
Brigadier General Miret, President Leopoldo Galtieri, Minister of Economy 
Roberto Alemann, Foreign Minister Nicanor Costa Mendez and with Argentine 
businessmen. [Text] [PY232138 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 2142 GMT 

17 Mar 82] 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY, DISAPPEARANCES--Corrients (DYN)--Second Army Corps 
commander General Juan Carlos Trimarco observed that the political ban "only 
exists in theory and not in practice," but added that the prohibition "must 
be enforced in some cases." Speaking to reporters in Goya during a visit 

to the VII Engineers Company, Trimarco also revealed that the issues of 

the disappeared and the adulterated oil scandal were discussed by army 
generals in their last meeting with President Leopoldo Galtieri. Trimarco, 
talking about the subject of missing people, wondered, "Why in 1973, 1974, 
1975 and even 1976, didn't the deputies and senators demand an investigation 
into the disappeared (people) of that period?" referring to the "Triple A," 
a right wing terrorist group, and "The events at Ezeiza,"’ when Juan Peron 
returned to Argentina in 1973, sparking a bloody shoot-out. "By this I don't 
want to absolve anyone's responsibility, but there are things here that 
people forget," the general added. [Text] [PY222103 Buenos Aires HERALD 

in English 22 Mar 82 p 9] 
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PLAZA DE MAYO MOTHERS--(NA)--The law courts in Argentina faced a twin onslaught 
yesterday as the Plaza De Mayo "mad mothers" petitioned the Supreme Court against 
lower tribunals' “impotence,'"' and the National Appeals Chamber ordered a probe 
into allegations against judges by LA PRENSA columnist Manfred Schoenfeld. The 
"mothers" petitioned the Supreme Court demanding that "missing people turn up 
alive and that people arrested under state of siege (provisions) be freed." The 
writ alleges the lower courts have proved themselves "impotent" to settle missing 
persons cases and have "not been able to assure the life of a single one of the 
cases that have been placed in their hands." Signed by the mothers of Plaza De 
Mayo and the group of relatives of missing persons, the writ addressed to Supreme 
Court Chairman Adolfo Gabrielli refers to "6 years of systematic clandestine 
arrests." It says that the fact that this situation is allowed to continue, plus 
"a total lack of explanations and information," is "the most flagrant violation 
of the standards of a civilized community." The writ says that when "those in 
power violate the standards of a nation, law is inexistent, and when the executive 
looks on impotently, one can truly say that the law has been mutilated." [Excerpt] 
[PY261823 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 26 Feb 82 p 11] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BAHAMAS 


FNM TAKES ELECTION CAMPAIGN TO PINDLING'S HOME DISTRICT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 Feb 82 p 1 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text ] 


KEMP’S BAY ANDROS: 
The Free Naticnal Movement 
“It’s Time For A Change 
Rally” swept through Prime 
Minister Pindling’s 
constituency here today with 
the message to “support your 
own” FNM candidate Chris 


Stuart of Kemp's Bay. 

“We should give our young 
men a chance,” said local 
Baptist Minister Rev Orim 
Thompson. “Give him a 
chance. If we give our local 
boy a chance maye he would 
consider us.” 

The task force, headed by 
FNM Leader Kendal Isaacs, 
went through all towns from 
Driggs Hill to Mars Bay, and, in 
the words of one observer: “It 
appears that Mr Pindling is in 
trouble.” 

Commending the candidacy 
of Stuart were party vice 
chairman Garth Wright, Blue 
Hills candidate Arthur Foulkes, 
St Michael’s candidate George 
Wilson and South Beach 
hopeful Cecil Curling. 

The task force was met at 
the Congo Town Airport by an 
enthusiastic crowd. Ladies 
presented Mr Isaacs with red 
and white roses, which 
matched the FNM colours that 
fluttered gaily in the balmy 
breeze. 

“What time it is?” went up 
the cry. 

“It’s time for a change,” 
came the enthusiastic response. 





There is no doubt that 
Stuart, a former teacher, has 
his work cut out for him. 

Mr Pindling, being Prime 
Minister and Leader of the 
governing party, is well 
respected by the people here. 

Nevertheless, there are those 
who actively support the FNM 
and like others, have paid the 
price. . " 
“For 15 years, I have drawn 
one payroll from 
Government,” said an elderly 
gentlemen. “I work so hard for 
the other side (opposition) 
they wouldn’t give me a job.” 

In many _ constituencies, 
politicians go around = at 
election time promising all 
kinds of prosperity to get voter 
support. This constituency is 
no exception. 

“Pindling was telling us 
about lumber mill and cement 
plant coming here from coon 
days,” said one gentleman. “It 
ain’t reach yet, and this place 
could do it. It has the material 
-- pine, rock and lime gone to 
bed.” . 

That the decline in tourism 
hes hit hard was aptly 
demonstrated by the virtual 
absence-of those once familiar 


e 


. faces. 


“Are we going to live in pink 
hotels (Las Palmas)?” asked 
one member from the FNM 
delegation from New 
Providence. 

“They are glad that you 
people are coming here to help 
them out.” was the reply. 


24 


The first stop last night was 
Driggs Hill in the north where 
the party was announced by a 
motorcade. The turn-out was 
small, but the reception 
enthusiastic. Loud speakers 
blared the message across the 
town. . ; 

“Support your own,” cried 
Baptist Minister Thompson.- 
“We are looking: for the man 
who would give. us 
representation. We are not 
looking for the Prime Minister. 
He (Pindling) -is a poor 
representative. What has he 
done? Nothing.” . oe 

“Rise and shine,’ Stuart 
told the voters. “Let the 
Bahamas know that your eyes 
are open and you can see that 
it’s indeed time for a change.” 

Recognizing that a few 
things were done for Kemps 
Bay, “the PLP didn’t do near 
enough,”” he said. ‘It could’ve 
done a great deal more. South 
Androsians have been badly let 
down. I am calling on South 
Androsians to rectify that at 
the earliest opportunity.” 

South Androsians, Stuart 
pointed out, have been victims 
of “a multitude of broken 
promises. After 15 years South 
Androsians, represented by the 
Prime Minister, are still living 
without electricity. There is no 
central watgr supply.” 

Referring to the little work 
going on around town, Stuart 
told the voters that Mr Pindling 
is making a ‘‘desperate attempt 
to complete a little building 




















here and a little building there, 
not out of concern for you, 
but for your votes.”’ 

He criticized the PLP 
administration for policies that 
have forced young men and 


women to leave their 
hometowns and flood into 
New Providence in search of 


employment, which most of 


the time is not there. Such a 
situation, he said, destroys 
family life. 

“lt am convinced that ‘the 
FNM can_ restore investor 
confidence, which is lost to 
this country,” Stuart said. 
“The FNM could put the 
people of South Andros back 
to work so that they can earna 
living just like peoples from 
anywhere else.” 

On the topic of 
victimization and intimidation, 


3025/204 


Stuart said there are those who 
go around daily telling the 
people that if they do not vote 
for the PLP they will lose their 
jobs. There are those of the 
PLP he said, who tell the 
elderly that they would lose 
their old age pensions if they 
do not support the PLP. 

“The only thing that the 
FNM Government would do to 


the old age pension is to 


increase it for you,” Stuart 
promised. 

Stressing the importance of 
the FNM free enterprise policy, 
party leader Kendal Isaacs said 
the Bahamas has come from 
prosperity and over 
employment in 1967 to 20 per 
cent unemployment today. 

‘Several years ago, anybody 
who had money to invest used 
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to look at the Bahamas first,” 
Mr Isaacs said. ““‘The PLP drove 
the investors to Bermuda, the 
Cayman Islands, the Turks and 
Caicos Islands and_ even 
Jamaica. ay . 

“Jamaica is now considered 
the most attractive country in 
the Caribbean for the private 
investor and we have helped it 
to be number one because of 
the ignorance of and bad 
policy of this  Pindling 
Government. 

*“‘We must have development 
and if it means having the 
foreigners to come in with the 
money and help us develop, 
then I say let them come in. 
Let’s invite the foreigners to 
come in and invest.” 

He asked the people of 
Kemps Bay to vote in an FNM 
Government 














COUNTRY SECTION 


HOUSE RESOLUTION DEMANDS MP PROVE CORRUPTION CHARGES 


Call for Evidence 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Feb 82 pp 1, 1l 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text ] 


GOVERNMENT members in 
the “House of Assembly 
last night adopted a resolution 
calling on Marsh Harbour MP 
Michael Lightboum to 
substantiate allegations of 
payoffs to Cabinet officials, 
officers of the Central’ Bank, 
and the civil service. 


The three Free National 
Movement members present — 
J Henry Bostwick, James 
Knowles and Maurice Moore - 
abstained from. voting. The 
Social Democratic Party 
members, including Mr 
Lighthoum, were absent when 
the vote was taken. 

The resolution stated that it 
was the wish of the House that 
“in order to maintain its 
dignity, reputation and 
honour, the Member for Marsh 
Harbour (Lightbourn) ought to 
furnish’ to the Select 
Committee of the House alli the 
evidence which he has ... and 
comply with the lawful 
requests of agencies of law 
enforcement and, in particular, 
as the allegations made by him 
relates to Members of this 
House.” 

In moving for the 
appointment of the committee 
to investigate, among other 
things, the peddling of political 
influence for personal profit, 


Mr ‘Lightbourn alleged that 
banker Abe J Lieber “has made 
many payoffs (in cash and 
gifts) to officials of the Central 
Bank, members of the Cabinet, 
and the civil service.” 

Appointed to that 
committee were Mr Lightbourn 
(chairman), James Knowles 
(FNM, Clarence Town), Hubert 
Ingraham (PLP, Cooper's 
Town), Sinclair Outten (PLP, 
St Barnabas), and George 
Mackey (PLP, St Michael's). 

On Wednesday Ingraham 
tabled a communication in the 
House complaining that the 
work of the committee “is 
being seriously impaired” 
because Lightbourn “‘has been 
unable or unwilling to supply 
your committee with the 
necessary information or 
documents to prove _ his 
allegations.” 

In moving the resolution 
yesterday morning, Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna 
recalled that to. back his 
allegations, Lightbourn 
brought as. proof “a 
type-written unsigned 
docurment”’ and then 
proceeded to lay his charge. 

“We can only conclude 
therefore that as a reasonable 
man he had some information 
that would help the 
committee,” Mr Hanna said. 
“An unsigned’ type-written 
document couldn't help 
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anyone one way or the other.” 
Mr Hanna said it was strange © 
that Lightbourn began resisting 
attempts to —_— get the 
information. 
“Do you know how great he 


could be if he could prove 
there is corruption in the 
Government?” Mr _ Hanna 
asked. / 

“It .might even get him 
elected,” added - Attorney 
General Paul Adderley. 

Mr Hanna said the House 
wid forgive Lightbourn if he 
would “tell the truth about the 
documents he tabled” in the 
House to prove his allegations. 

“In all seriousness, the 
House has been held in a sort 
of ridicule in that the member 
for Marsh - Harbour 
(Lightbourn) has almost played 
a hoax on this House,” -Mr 
Hanna said. 

“Let’s report,” Lightbourn 
shouted across the floor of the 
House. 

“Let’s report! Let’s report!” 
Mr Hanna said mocking 
Lightbourn, ‘“‘and he has not 
given the evidence yet. He is 
ready to report and the 
evidence is not even completed 
yet.” 5-3 

‘We __ have... . agreed. : to 
disagree,”’ said Mr Lightbourn. 
“They (PLP members on the 
committee) are going to do a 
majority report.” 

















“I am assured by members 
of the committee that they are 
anxious to bring this matter to 
a speedy conclusion,” Mr 
Hanna said. “They have been 
sitting almost daily. But one 
outstanding matter remains. 
The member for Marsh 
Harbour (Lightbourn) has the 
key. 

“It is my view and I em sure 
that almost all other members 
agree, that (Lightbourn) ought 
to furnish to the select 
committee all the evidence, if 
any, which he has, and also 
that he may comply with a 
request of that committee to 
assist it in their investigation in 
coming to the truth because 
this committee has a duty to 
report to this House as 
truthfully as it can.” 

Mr Outten said that he, as a 
member of the committee, 
tried his utmost to. get 
Lightbourn ‘“‘to see the wisdom 


and the good political sense in 
supplying the committee with 
authentic docu ments to 
support his sweeping charges.” 

Mr Outten denied allegations 
that the PLP members on the 
committee have been 
obstructing Lightbourn in the 
performance of his duty as 
cheirman of the committee. 

“The members on the 
Government side of the 
committee bent over 
backwards in trying to assist 
(Lightbourn) with his work on 
the committee. 

“We are prepared to 
co-operate with the chairman 
of the committee provided 
they are prepared to co-operate 
with us. The records will show 
that the Government members 
co-operated from day one and 
continued to co-operate. The 


Yeason we are here with this 


communication is because the 


Pindling Blast 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Feb 82 pp l, 11 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston] 





chairman refused to co-operate 
with us. 

“If he (Lightbourn) can 
prove that anyone: of my 
colleagues is crooked,. then 
they will have'to suffer’ the 
consequences. But | don’t want- 
you to go around accusifg my 
colleagues of being crooked 
and can’t substantiate it. 

“We believe that it’s 
important that the committee 
will report and if Lightbourn is 
willing to co-operate then he 
will find us ready to work with 
him.” 

Mr Hanna, in rounding out 
the debate on the resolution 
said that it depends on what 
Lightboumn. does which will 
determine the next course of 
action the House will take. 

“This House has to find 
some ‘means of enforcing its 
wishes on members in this 
regard,”’ Mr Hanna said. 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Lynden Pindling called on House of Assembly mem- 
bers not to condone the actions of Marsh Harbour MP Michael Lightbourn and 
help him perpetrate his cover up of facts relating to criminal activities. 


"The record must show that this House refused to be party to a 
did all it could to uncover the cover up,” 


‘cover-up’ and 


Mr Pindling said. 


He was speaking on a resolution that it was the wish of the House that 
Lightbourn ought to furnish to the select committee all the evidence which 
he has and comply with the lawful requests of agencies of law enforcement. 


Mr Pindling said that the most unfair and dangerous part about the affair was 
that the paper which contained the allegations of many payoffs to officials 


of the Central Bank, members of the Cabinet, 


and the civil service "were 


contained on a paper which was not signed or initiated or identified in any 


way." [as published] 


"So we are supposed to accept as true the allegations made by Mr Lightbourn 
who told us that he believed or led us to believe that he believed that pay- 


offs were made,'' Mr Pindling said, 


"and the only evidence he has produced to 


this House so far are copies of pieces of paper, the author or authors are 
unknown and the originals are unknown--unknown to this House, unknown to the 


committee, and presumably unknow to him (Lightbourn). 


I say presumably 


because Mr (Lightbourn) refused to speak on this point.” 
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Attorney General Paul Adderley said earlier in the debate that he had reason 
to believe that there has been a "criminal conspiracy." The House, Mr 
Pindling said, cannot ignore that possibility. 


"If this House tried to ignore that, the House would be engaged in the same 
cover up he (Lightbourn) is engaged in," Mr Pindling said. "We can't say 
now that we don't know. We heard it." 


To condone the actions of Lightbourn, he said, and help him perpetrate his 
cover up of facts relating to criminal activities, is something which the 
House ought not to do. 


"This is just not a political issue," Mr Pindling said. "It goes to the root 
foundation of the parliamentary system. The record must show that this House 


refused to be party to a cover up and did all that it can to uncover the cover 
A] 


up. 


Questioning the mysteriousness of Mr Lightbourn's source of information, Mr 
Pindling said he had "grave doubts now that there is any source." 


"No member has a right to mislead this House with information he knows is 
untrue or does not care whether it is true or not," Mr Pindling said. 
"That's why I believe it is incumbent on members of this House who would 
wish to uphold the dignity of this House to agree to this resolution." 


Destruction of Document 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Feb 82 p 1 


[Excerpt] THE ORIGINAL of an This matter came to light 
important document Marsh when Cooper’s Town MP 
Harbour MP Michael Hubert Roce Pig A a 
communication to the House 
Lightbourn = Ta an de complaining that Mr 
a sain ake yey Lightbourn would not 
as ea oo co-operate by supplying the 
servants “has been torn up,” necessary information or 
the House of Assembly was documents to prove his 
told yesterday. allegations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


MINISTER SACKS TRANSPORT BOARD; NEW PROGRAMS PROMISED 


Blackman-Yearwood Differences 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text] 


The seven-member 
Board of the Transport 
Board have had their 
appointments revoked. 

In a _ letter dated 
February 26. 1982, 
members were informed 
that “it is the intention of 
the Minister to recon- 
stitute the Board’’ and that 
is why the appointments 
were being revoked. 


The members of the Board 
are — Dr. Courtney Black- 
man, Governor of the Central 
Bank; Mr. David Griffith 
accountant general; and 
Deputy Chairman; Mrs. Edna 
Nicholls; Mr. Lyman 
Bellamy; Mr. Torrence 
Franklyn; Mr. Eamon La 
and chairman Mr. Herbie 
Yea ‘ 

However three of the 
members, including Dr. 


Blackman and Mr. Griffith, 
have been alerted that they 
will be asked to be members of 
the new Board. 

When asked by the 
Advocate-News yesterday 
why the decision was being 
taken, Dr. Blackman 
Minister of Transport and 
Works said that the Ministry 
was in the process of re- 
organising the Board ‘‘with a 
view to implementing new 
programmes to ensure a more 
reliable service and to ensure 
the size of the deficit of Bds$15 
million is reduced.” 


He added: “‘It is going to be 
necessary to re-organise the 
Board to bring about a more 
efficient service to make it 
better and more reliable to the 
public.” 

However, when contacted, 
the outgoing chairman, Mr. 
Yearwood, said that the 

uestion of the efficiency of 
the Board was never an issue 
nor was the matter of any 
deficit. 

_He said that in any case, it 
did not make sense to place 
much a on any deficit 
when the rd was not given 
the Bds$16 million et it 
requested last year ‘‘and had 
to make do with Bds$10 
million. 

aaa a to that, Mr. Year- 
wood said that the Tra 
Koard had alwa heen tices 
with deficit lems and it 
was Strange that the Minister 
Should now highlight this, 
when there was no issue made 
of 2 before. 

e said however, that the 
board members were called 
upon to ee soon after they 
had failed to support a visit 
made to West Germany late 
last year by the new general 
manager of the Transport 
Board, Mr. Mitchell 
Codrington. 

_ Mr. Yearwood said that the 
general manager had been 
invited to West Germany by 
the Dailmer-Bentz Company 
which recently supplied the 
Transport Boatd with 22 units. 
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He said tnat tne invitation 
ffom : the’ .’ pany ‘to . Mr. 
Codrington was. being made 
with a view to his at 
preventive maintenance for 
the new German-made buses. 

He added; ‘‘The Board held 
the view that since Mr. 
Codrington is not a technician, 
the trip was not necessary and 
furthermore, he had just 
taken up the new post, and we 
felt that he shoul be settling 
in at that stage.’’ (Mr. 
Codrington formerly held the 
post of Chief Labour Officer). 

Mr. Yearwood said that Mr. 
Codrington, nevertheless went 
on the nearly two-week trip, 
and the Board had not 
financed it. -" 

He said that the Minister 
and the Board did not see eye 
to eye on the matter and soon 
after that, the members were 
asked to resign. 


Mr. Yearwood said that the 
Board members had refused 
to resign, because as far as 
they were concerned, they had 
done nothing og warranted 
their resi ion 

He said that he regarded the 
letters of revocation which 
members received yesterday, 
as the latest development in 
the issue. 

Mr. Yearwood said that he 
and a number of other Board 
members plan to hold a Press 
conference later this week to 
give their side of the matter. 

















Missing Buses 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Mar 82 p 1 


[Excerpt] 


BARBADOS’ Minister’ of 
Transport, Dr. Don Blackman, 
yesterday announced that a 
full-scale investigation had 
been launched into’ the 


Blackman’'s’ disclosure of 
the missing buses came during 
debate on the second reading 
of 3 Sin to provide tor the 
collection of a levy on 
incomes for the jimprove - 


ment of Transport and 
Works. 


Later, in an interview 
with THE NATION, the 
minister disclosed that 
the matter had _ been 
drawn to his attention by 
a letter dated January 29, 
from Government auc- 
tioneer, Darcy Scott, and 
that he had instructed the 
Transport Board's 
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disappearance of a number of 


buses, which had been up for 
auction by the Trans 
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port Board. 


general manager, Mit- 
chell Codrington, — to 
conduct a full _ in- 
vestigation into ‘the 
allegation. 

Blackman _ explained 
that the investigation was 
still in progress, and he 
would not venture to 
speculate on its findings 
or the consequential 
action. 


‘There may. be a 
satisfectory explanation. 
I don't know if _the 
allegations are true, so I 
can't say what will be the 
outcome,” Blackman told 
THE NATION. 











COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BIGWU CHIEF CLARKE ASKS PROBE OF BWU, OUSTER OF QUINTYNE 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Mar 82 p 24 


[Text] THE Government and the Governor General have been called on to 
investigate the Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU), and to remove 
er Emmerson Quintyne as Acting Chief Labour Officer of Bar- 

ados. | 


This call came from president of the 
Barbados Industrial and General Workers’ 
Union (BIGWU) Mr. Robert Clarke. 


Clarke, was speaking on ‘the latest development 
at Opelika Limited, a company which was hit by strike 
action since last Thursday. 

Clarke pointed out that the Labour Department 
had informed the company that his union was the 
representative of some 93 percent of its workers. 

However, he said that yesterday, the Acting 
Chief Labour Officer had chaired a meeting between 
Opelika’s management and BWU executive of- 
ficials who were supposed to be acting for Opelika. 

Clarke said that he wanted to know why the Acting Chief 
Labour Officer had aliowed such action when it was evident that his 
union was the right bargaining agent for the Opelika workers. 

He described the BWU's action as a sign of cowardice since the 
meeting was held without the knowledge of the workers. 

He said that during the impasse the BWU's officials had visited 
the strike site but had only been able to encourage 12 workers to its 
ranks and he believed they had used this to convene yesterday's 
meeting. 

BIGWU met workers outside Opelika’s offices yesterday the 
union's and then officials and workers boarded a bus and went to 
the Minister of Labour to have the dispute settled. . 

BIGWU said it met with the acting permanent secretary in that 
ministry, but the matter on their request had been referred to the 
Minister of Labour. 

During the afternoon BIGWU received a.-letter from the 
minister regfetting that he was unable to meet with them today, but 
pointing out that he needed time to get all the facts and would be ar- 
ranging a meeting before the week ended. 


CSO: 3025/205 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BARBADOS 


WORKERS UNION CONCERNED OVER STRESS ON SECURITY IN CBI 


Bridgetown ADVCOATE-NEWS in English 1 Mar 82 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Concern has been voiced by 
the Barbados Workers’ Union 
that the Defence and Security 
arrangements which form 

art of the Caribbean Basin 
nitiative (CBI) will give 
governments the kind of en- 
couragement to continue to 
build up their arms and 
strengthen their armies in a 
direction that was neither 
developmental nor socially 
unifying. 

The CBI, the United States’ 
plan for ~rry, Central 
America and the Caribbean, 
was outlined by President 
Ronald Reagan in an address 
to the Organisation ot 
American States (OAS) last 
“a 

Mr. velyn Greaves 
Deputy General Secretary of 
the BWU, has said however, 
that when the whole 
motivation as attested by the 
plan was examined, it was 
clear that strategic con- 
siderations were uppermost in 
the President’s mind. 

“From the days of the 
Clayton-Bulwer eaty, the 
Monrow doctrine and after, 
the United States has shown a 
sensitivity to its hemispheric 
role. ‘This has been pursued 
through the various phases of 
big-stick methods, dollar 
diplomacy, good neighbour 
policy, benign neglect, only to 
resurface in its most recent 
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guise of American pater- 
nalism.”’ 

Mr. Greaves said that many 

ersons will share the 

resident’s concern at the rise 
of totalitarian regimes in the 
region and few will be equally 
dogmatic about the cause of 
their presence. 

However, he added, the 
proposed allocation of direct 
aid did not demonstrate a 
dak Ub interest in the 
evelopment of the entire 
region. 

e BWU Deputy General 
Secretary said the impression 
jeft was that a few select 
countries will ‘‘feast off the 
fatted calf’’ while the others 
will have to take ‘‘pot-luck.” 

Mr. Greaves said that for 
overnments in the region the 
ig question certainly must be 
the long-term effects of the 
plan on the region. 

“The probiems of the region 
are only too well known to 
those who pian the destinies of 
the people in this area. 
Leaders must not capitalise on 
short-term benefits to the 
detriment of long-term 
planning for meaningful 
economic transformation.” he 
stated. . 

He said the BWU recognised 
that the magnitude of the 
economic crisis faced by the 
countries in the Caribbean 
Plan was such that it would 


32 


take much more than what 
was being offered to put these 
economies back on an even 
keel. 

He said this was especially 
so since, by definition, the 
area included the countries of 
Central America, including 
Costa rica, which has been 
plagued by “debt trap’’ 
————. 

‘‘When, therefore, it is clear 
that most of this aid will be 
directed to a few of the 
countries in the basin, one is 
left to wonder what will 
happen to the majority of the 
countries which are ex- 
periencing problems just as 
acute as those which will 
enjoy ‘a most favoured status’ 
in this initiative,’’ Mr. 
Greaves said. : 

He added that some scep- 
tical persons might even 
assume that the plan was 
really targeted at a’ few 
countries, but has been given 
a regional scope mainly as 
window dressing. 

Mr. Greaves said Caribbean 
Governments must demon- 
strate the political will to rid 
the region of poverty, 
unemployment, exploitation 
of workers, poor housing, 
corruption and other social, 
economic and political ills. 

He said the BWU could only 


adopt a cautious attitude to 
the CBI at this time. ' 











COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


RECORD INDEPENDENCE BUDGET SET AT $186 MILLION 
Belize City SUNDAY TIMES in English 28 Feb 82 pl 


[Text] Fri. Feb 26, Belmopan--Just five months after Belize achieved inde- 
pendence, Prime Minister George Price as Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, today presented to the House of Representatives a record-break- 
ing budget for the next fiscal year 1982-83, 


The budget calls for expenditures of $186.6 million, 105.3 million of which 
is for capital expenditure. 


The new budget is $11.6 million more than the current budget. 


Looking at the Capital sections of the budget it is noted that the funds 
which come from local revenue, cailed Capital II is $18.03 million or 
just half a million dollars more than the previous year. 


In Capital III, derived from grants and loans under various economic coopera- 
tion programmes, the amount is 87.27 million, up by $16.3 million over the 
1981-82 fiscal year. 


Capital II is financed from surplus funds of local revenue after all recurrent 
expenditures are met; Capital III is funded from the United Kingdon, 

Canada, the Caribbean Development Bank, the European Development Fund of the 
European Economic Community and others, made up by grants and or loans. 


The budget does not take into account any financial assistance which may 
come via the United States government's recently announced Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. 


Capital II part of the budget ($18.03M) is to be used by the various 
ministries on a hundred and seventy five projects, mostly small ones; 
Capital III on the other hand spreads over 65 projects, especially for 
infrastructure and industrial and agricultural development (See box on 
page 16) 
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The big spenders for the next fiscal year are naturally those in areas 
where the government is placing emphasis to carry out its development 
programme. Natural Resources heads the list with $36.8M; Energy and 
Communications, $36.3M; Education and Sports, $22.1M; Works, $21.9M; 
Health, Housing and Cooperatives, $21.4 million; The Prime Minister's 
Office (Foreign Affairs and Finance) $21.2M (this includes the Public 
Debt); Defence and Home Affairs, $18.2M (this includes appropriations 
for the BDF). 


CSO: 3020/81 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BUDGET 'S REVIEW ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY 
Belize City SUNDAY TIMES in English 28 Feb 82 p A 


[Text] In his budget's review of the domestic economy, the Prime Minister 
said that growth had slowed down partly because of world conditions which 
resulted in lower prices of export commodities; partly because of insuffi- 
cient investment capital and partly because of local conditions such as 
pests, adverse weather and problems of cash flow. 


Sugar production declined from 103,275 tons in 1980 value at $93M. to 
97,725 tons in 1981 valued at 89.6 million dollars. Production for 1982 
is expected to reach 101 thousand tons. 


Molasses increased from 31,316 tons in 1980 valued at $4.7M. to 31,980 tons 
in 1981 but brought in less money, $3.5M. The 1982 production is expected 
to be 31,500 tons. 


Citrus increased from 1.4 million boxes in 1980 valued at $16.4M. to 1.6 mil- 
lion boxes in 1981 valued at $14.9M. 


Bananas decreased in 1981 to 549,375 pounds valued at $4.2M. from 784,855 
pounds valued at $7M. in 1980. With rehabilitation and irrigation produc- 
tion should increase now. 


Rice production rose to 19.2 million pounds in 1981 compared with 14.9 million 
pounds in 1980. The Marketing Board bought 6 million pounds as compared 
with 4 million pounds in the previous year. 


Corn production also went up from 41.5 million pounds in 1980 to 44.7 million 
pounds in 1981. 


The Marketing Board storage facilities in Big Falls, Toledo and Belmopan were 
filled to the brim and there is need for more storage space if farmers continue 
to produce. 


Beef production dropped from 3 million pounds in 1980 to 2.8 million pounds 
in 1981. 
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In the banks, deposits totalled 103.7 million dollars in 1981 as compared 
with 105.7 million dollars in 1980. 


Total money supply, however, increased from 42.7 million dollars in 1980 
to 43 million in 1981. The trade figures, however, showed an increase 
imbalance. 


Imports in 1981 was 282.2 million dollars as against 291.1 million. The 
total value of exports in 1981 dropped from $239.8M. to $206.6M., mostly 
due to the drop in sugar production and prices. 


CSO: 3020/81 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES LOANS FOR PRIVATE INDUSTRY 
Belize City SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Mar 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Fri. Mar 5--For a government which has been maligned of being anti- 
big business and pre-communist the actions of the government of Belize 
today in the House of Representatives certainly tell a different story. 


Motions passed in the House included a loan guarantee with the Bank of Nova 
Scotia to the Banana Central Board for one million 234 thousand dollars 
(1.234,000.00). This will include development of acreage at Cow Pen. 


To the Belize Beef Corporation the government is lending a helping hand by 
approving a guarantee of additional overdraft facilities of $50,000.00 
making a total of $250,000.00, from the Bank of Nova Scotia to the BBC. 


Another loan guarantee for $450,000.00 was passed and this goes to Big Falls 
Ranch Ltd a completely private company. The loan coming from the Bank of 
Nova Scotia. 


The government also approved a loan guarantee for $300,000.00 from the 
Bank of Nova Scotia to the Belize Marketing Board to purchase Belizean 
farmers’ produce--corn and rice--which had a bumper crop and government 
had promised to buy from the farmers. 


Another guarantee is to the Belize Electricity Board for 630 thousand dollars. 
This one from the Royal Bank of Canada for the purchase of generators for 

the Board. And another guarantee for $450,000.00 for overdraft facilities 
from the Royal Bank of Canada to the Belize Telecommunication Authority. 


The government's policy for private enterprise has been and continues to 
be to allow private enterprise investment in any field of industry. In 
some cases private enterprise does not want or cannot find the necessary 
capital to invest in such projects as electricity, telephones and marketing 
because of the high risk of investment. But even when it is a purely 
private enterprise project like the Big Falls Ranch government is willing 
to lend assistance to ensure that the project develops into a positive 
venture. 


CSO: 3020/81 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


GOVERNMENT ADOPTS MEASURES ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
PY. 31716 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] As of today two markets will regulate the exchange of foreign 
currency, that is, an official market and a free market. Similarly, the 
Bolivian Central Bank will regulate the official market, exclusively honoring 
foreign trade commitments and paying the foreign debt incurred by the 
government and by the Bolivian Central Bank. 


Government Decree No 18,890 provides for the following: 


Article 1: As of this date, the system of currency exchange will be regulated 
by two markets: an official market and a free market. 


Article 2: The Bolivian Central Bank will regulate the official market and 
will exclusively honor foreign trade commitments and the payment of the 
foreign debt incurred by the government and by the Bolivian Central Bank. 


Article 3: Foreign exchange for the official market will come from the 
sources indicated in Articles 1 and 2 herein, and from the foreign loans 
obtained by the government and by the Bolivian Central Bank. 


Article 4: The foreign exchange surplus accumulated by exporting firms of 
the public sector as well as the foreign capital earnings obtained by these 
firms and by other organizations will be channelled to the free market 
through the Central Bank, which will act as a financial broker of these 
enterprises. 


Article 5: The free exchange market will be managed by the system of 
commercial banks, the state bank's commercial department and exchange houses. 
This market will take care of the foreign currency demands of the public and 
private sectors not included in Article 2 of this decree. 


Article 6: As of this date, the commercial banks, the state bank and the 
exchange houses will conduct transactions in foreign currency with their own 
resources and with the resources of foreign currency obtained from internal 
and external sources. 














Article 7: The surplus of foreign currency of the private exporting sector 
will be directly channeled to the free market without the intervention of 
the Bolivian Central Bank. 


Article 8: Article 6 of Decree No 18,841 of 5 February 1982 is hereby 
changed in the following manner: 


The centralized and decentralized agencies of the national and local 
administration will be able to set up accounts, deposits and other financial 
accounts in foreign currency inside and outside the country. 


Article 9: A tax of 1.8 percent on the sale of foreign currency is hereby 
imposed in the official and the free market for the national treasury. The 
tax will be applied on the sale price of all transactions. 


Article 10: As of this date, payments for imports through the reciprocal 
credit agreement will be paid in U.S. dollars to the Bolivian Central Bank 
through the banking system. 


Article ll: The Bolivian Central Bank is hereby authorized to adopt the 
necessary regulations to enforce the measures ordered by this decree. 


cso: 3010/1135 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


FINANCE MINISTER ELABORATES ON NEW MEASURES 
PY231630 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1100 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] The armed forces government has decided to let the value of the 
dollar float in order to determine its real value in the internal market. 

By resolutions made public last night, the government ordered that all 
export-generated dollars, either by the private or public sector, will have 
to be turned over to the Central Bank of Bolivia. The corresponding decrees 
were approved at a cabinet meeting held yesterday morning. 


At a press conference he held last night, Finance Minister Alcoreza Melgarejo 
said that the implementation of supplementary measures marks the beginning 

of the stabilization program whose main objectives will be reducing the 
budget deficit, stabilizing the foreign exchange rate and encouraging 
channeling savings into productive activities. 


At the press conference the minister said: [begin Melgarejo recording] In 
view of the dilemma we are facing to pull the country out of the situation 
in which it finds itself, the government has decided to put an end to the 
instability and uncertainty which have been praying on the country in recent 
years by adopting a set of economic and financial measures which only mark 
the beginning of a stabilization program. 


The measures that were adopted on 5 February together with those adopted 

in previous months and those we are adopting now and will adopt in the next 
few days are all intended to bring about some balance in the behavior of 
the economy, and they pertain to the following fields: public finances, 

the reduction of the budget deficit through the increase of fiscal revenues 
and tightening of public expenditures. [end recording] 


Minister Melgarejo affirmed that the government is trying to achieve foreign 
exchange stability through a balance of external forces and internal market 
forces. The minister then referred to savings and credits: 


[Begin Melgarejo recording] We will look into the difference between interest 


rates paid on deposits and those charged to borrowers so as to stimulate 
internal savings, and then channel credits into productive efficient activities. 
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In the last 5 or 6 years the Bolivian economy has been growing gradually, 
as attested to by all economic indicators. Foreign debt servicing is 
equivalent to nearly 80 percent of our exports, and furthermore, foreign 
reserves have dwindled to very low levels. Th2 country's possibilities 

to attract financing from the international capital market have also been 
reduced, Because of all this, a readjustement program has become necessary 
and its implementation must not be delayed. Any delay will only raise the 
program's social cost, because the country's room for maneuvering is quite 
restricted, The government is ready to apply this plan, with the following 
objectives: ameliorating the balance of payments and reorganizing the 
economy to attain acceptable growth rates. The first objective is the 

most pressing, because through it, it will be possible to again have access 
to external financing. [end recording] 


Making an analysis of the current economic activities, the minister said: 
(begin Melgarejo recording] Economic activities are at a standstill, enter- 
prises are on the verge of bankruptcy, supply is scarce, speculation is 
rampant, and uncertainty prevails because the gap between the official 
exchange rate and the parallel market exchange rate is growing wider. The 
inflationary situation has been worsening and making things more difficult 
for the low-income sectors. To pull through this crisis, consistent measures 
will be taken in various fronts: the fiscal, monetary, credit, and external 
fronts. 


Today we have promulgated the first decrees regarding foreign exchange policy 
which have a great impact on the national economy. The Central Bank is 
closed and there is speculation with currencies. In addition, the decline 

in tin and silver prices is making the situation all the more difficult, 
while the Central Bank has quite heavy payment obligations during this and 
the following months. So we decided to change the system for the purchase 
and sale of foreign exchange so that we can face our problems. 


We have established an official market to be operated by the Central Bank 
and a free market to be operated by the free interplay of supply and demand. 
The official market will be restricted as much as possible so as to allow 
exporters to sell a good portion of their foreign earnings in the free 
market. [end recording] 


Minister Alcoreza Melgarejo then reiterated that the Central Bank will only 
accept applications for wheat imports, servicing the foreign debt and its 
own debts, and tending to the needs of the central government. 


In closing the minister said [begin Melgarejo recording] So that the system 
may function, the monetary policy to be adopted will be consistent with a 
general scheme and particularly with the interest rates policy. The use of 
flexible interest rates will stimulate intermal savings and will serve to 
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moderate the free market. As part of this readjustment program, which is 
a coherent one, we are examining the fiscal policy so as to make budgetary 


restrictions, to institute adequate customs fees, to eliminate subsidies, 
etc. 


We will exert strict control over the management of state-owned enterprises, 
their budgets and investments. 


In sum, the program will embrace all areas of the nation's activities so 


that the objectives set forth in the 3-year government plan can be attained. 
[end recording] 


CsoO: 3010/1135 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


PLANNING MINISTER ANNOUNCES INVESTMENT BUDGET 
PY231737 La Paz Radio Illimani in Spanish 1100 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] Planning Minister Adolfo Linares Arraya has announced that the 
investment budget for the next 3 years will be ready in 10 days. Ina 
declaration made at Government Palace, the minister said that when one 
talks of investments, one should project forward for a 2- to 3-year period. 
This [is] what the government is doing he said. 


In his declarations, Minister Arraya dealt with four different topics and 
answered questions from journalists after a long cabinet meeting. The first 
topic was the fiscal budget and investment budget. The fiscal budget 
reflects the financial policy and is administered by the Finance Ministry. 
The investment budget is managed by the Planning Ministry, which still has 
not made specific allocations. This budget, however, will be ready in 
another 10 days. The minister said that all projects, including those 
requiring external financing with a national counterpart, are proceeding 
normally; and then added that no projects have been suspended for the 

lack of funds. 


The planning minister then clarified that funds for investments by decentral- 
ized public enterprises must be generated by these enterprises, so that 
projects will not be suspended because of budgetary restrictions. The 
counterpart funds either come from the fiscal budget or must be raised by 

the enterprises themselves. What portion will come from one or the other 
source is carefully calculated so as to see how the central fiscal budget 
will be affected and how it can be reduced. 


Answering a question on the possibility of securing foreign credits for more 
than $900 million, the minister [stated] that nobody has said anything like 
that, because seeking such credits requires express authorization from the 
government. 


Minister Arraya made this recommendation: I believe that the country must 
rely in its own strength and seek credits through official sources of 
recognized solvency. Then he added: The path to follow is through striving 
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to insure our own solvency so that we can seek the best credits from inter- 
national financial sources which are well-established and well-recognized. 


In closing, Minister Arraya explained that the government is strictly 
fulfilling its external obligations. Obviously, we are behind with some 
obligations, but the government is punctually paying penalty interests. 


It seems that this problem is being handled deftly, judging by reports 
issued by the Central Bank of Bolivia. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


FLOODS THREATEN TO CAUSE EPIDEMICS 
PY221719 Paris AFP in Spanish 0211 GMT 20 Mar 82 
[Special to AFP by Eduardo Paz] 


[Text] Trinidad, Bolivia, 19 Mar (AFP)--Pests and epidemics are threatening 
more than 50,000 persons afflicted by the enormous floods in the north- 
eastern area of Bolivia after several weeks of torrential rains, according 
to what the AFP correspondent was able to verify here today. 


The most imminent danger as the water level drops, doctors and specialists 
say, is the spread of sicknesses due to the decomposition of animal and 
vegetation matter, sewage and accumulated mud and the multiplication of 
mosquitoes, which demands the immediate dispatch of drugs and vaccines. 


The city of Trinidad, located right in the center of the flooded area 

800 km north of La Paz, has become an island thanks to a circular dike 
which its inhabitants built to hold back the overflowing Momore River. 

But the villages in the surrounding area have been forced to abandon their 
"pahuichis," house of wood and straw. 


The tragedy is made more serious because the population evacuated from those 
populated places to Trinidad cannot count on minimum services and suffer a 
scarcity of food, medicine and other essentials for subsistence. 


Santa Ana, on the banks of the Yacuma River, appears desolate, being 
practically demolished by the waters. Six persons were killed by a falling 
gigantic tree. The plains around the city are covered with thousands of 
head of cattle, some dead and others trapped in the debris. 


The roofs of houses, the tops of cars and the crosses of churches and ceme- 
teries are all that can be seen of towns. 


The cattle are constantly besieged by voracious birds that perch on their 
backs and peck at the beasts’ hides. Moreover, poisonous snakes and 
dangerous insect search, like the people, for a place of refuge. 
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After a l-hour flight in a Bolivian Air Force (FAB) Cessna aircraft one 
can see the Trinidad airport, where the campaign to aid the worst-hit 
areas is headquartered, with the help of helicopters and navy launches. 


San Juaquin, Rurrenabaque, San Borja and San Francisco are completely 
flooded, so that the population, especially young children, await Bolivian 
and international aid. 


In almost all the cities throughout the country there are campaigns to 
collect clothing, food, medicine and provisions for the victims. 


The ranches that produce meat for La Paz, Cochabamba and the mining center 
and those that produce meat for export to Chile and Brazil have disappeared. 
The ranchers have fled to safety, abandoning the livestock to their fate, 
and they die relentlessly and quickly. 


The small fields of yuca, bananas and fruit which are food for the Movimas, 
the Aborigines in that area, have been destroyed. The prefect of Beni, 
Rear Admiral Orlando Roca Castedo, who is a descendant of those people, 
cried because of the mercilessness of nature. 4 
An old peasant in the "island" of Trinidad told us that the old people are 
going into the streets carrying candles to pray that the waters do not 
reach the city. 


CSO: 3010/1135 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


MINERS’ SALARY INCREASE~-The government and the miners have signed an 
agreement which provides for a 25-percent salary increase for the mining 
sector. The agreement was signed by Mining Minister Col Carlos Morales 

and delegates of the various grassroots committees of the mining sector. 
According to the minister's statements, this 25-percent salary increase 
was established taking into account the economic situation the country is 
currently enduring in its various social sectors. [Begin Morales 
recording; We are aware that the increase does not fulfill the aspirations 
of the workers or the enterprise but it represents a step forward. I 
believe that from November to now we have taken very, very important steps 
and let us hope that many will follow the example which you [miners] and 
we [in government] have set. I! believe that we can be full of optimism 
regarding our near future as long as the need to study, analyze and discuss 
all these subjects, which I believe we have done with responsibility, 
exists. [end recording] [Excerpt] [PY230117 La Paz Cadena Panamericana 

in Spanish 0000 GMI 23 Mar 82] 


FLOOD REPORT--Two-thirds of the national territory has been flooded by 

the flood waters of countless rivers in three Bolivian river basins. Large 
areas of pastures and croplands extending from Bermejo in the south to 
Fortaleza in the north have been flooded, thus causing damage to the live- 
stock sector. Bolivian Red Cross President (Hugo Palazzi) has reported on 
the assistance rendered to the flooded areas: [Begin (Palazzi) recording] 
However, conditions in (San Matias) are still precarious and, unfortunately, 
it has been announced that in the face of the persisting rains--a new 
torrential rain was being expected--this would raise the water level in 

the Trinidad and Santa Ana regions. [end recording] According to reports 
received from sanitary stations in the eastern Bolivian region, from Tarija, 
Cochabamba, Oruro and La Paz, no epidemics have thus far occurred in the 
flooded areas. [Excerpts] [PY241550 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 
1100 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


WAGE PROPOSAL UNSATISFACTORY--The miners of the Siglo XX and Catavi mines 
held a joint general assembly in El Minero Park of the Siglo XX mine yester- 
day to study the economic proposal made by the government and the mining 
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corporation of Bolivia, Comibol. The miners’ delegates (Edmund Ramirez) 
and (Cristobal Arameda), who had just returned from La Paz, reported to 

the miners on the negotiations held in the capital in relation to wage 
increase demands in accordance with the cost of living. The ministers 

who delivered speeches expressed their disagreement with the economic 
proposals for miners. They said that the struggle for better living 
conditions in the mines are continuing. During the important part of the 
assembly the workers, by majority vote, decided not to accept or reject 

the proposal made by the government and Comibol. They emphasized that 

the proposal was a governmental imposition. The miners also decided to 
allow 2 months for the study of the minimum salary and the mobile salary 
scale. They also pointed out that a demand should be made for the approval 
of an unrestricted amnesty for all Bolivians living abroad. [Text] 
[PY231720 La Paz Cadena Panamericana Network in Spanish 1130 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


ZUAZO—-PAMMO MEETING DENIED--Vice Adm Oscar Pammo Rodriguez, commander of 
the Bolivian Navy, stated that the high military command does not wish to 
discuss the various issues of the Bolivian situation with former President 
Hernan Siles Zuazo, leader of the People's Democratic Union (UDP). 

Pammo Rodriguez stated that the military leadership will continue to meet 
with other representatives of the political sector without any type of 
conditions, inspired by a high patriotic feeling. [Begin Pammo recording] 
It is completely untrue that I had invited Siles to hold talks with us. 
Some of you were at the meeting in which we were only exchanging ideas and 
points of view and not statements. I want to make it very clear that at no 
point (?have I invited him). [end recording] [Excerpt] [PY230130 La Paz 
Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1135 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


LANGONI ON GUARANTEED FOREIGN LOANS 
P. 231851 Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Feb 82 p 20 


[Excerpts] Brasilia--Within the first 2 months of the year, the country 
will have assured $5 billion in foreign loans obtained on the inter- 
national financial market. That is almost 40 percent of the $13.7 billion 
which will be needed for the balance of payments at the end of 1982. 


This report was released by Central Bank President Carlos Geraldo Langoni 
during an interview granted to the London journal FINANCIAL TIMES yesterday. 
To arrive at the figure of $5 billion in guaranteed credits for February, 

he added up a $2 billion "carry over" [given in English]--resources con- 
tracted last year and which are effective this year--plus a prediction of 
approximately $1.6 billion contracted in February and the $1.4 billion 
obtained in January. February's total, therefore, is higher than that 
obtained in January. 


In the report published by the London journal, Langoni expressed great 
confidence in the country's international credit and predicts the possi- 
bility of obtaining an additional $1 billion to "fatten" the Brazilian 
exchange reserves. 


The FINANCIAL TIMES feels that the prediction of a trade surplus of 

$3 billion in 1982, with an increase of $4.5 billion in exports (especially 
through the conquest of new markets such as in Africa and the Middle East), 
"is an ambitious program which could easily be damaged by the aggravation 
of world recession." 


The journal also notes that the prediction of a foreign debt which amounts 
to $70 billion this year is "particularly vulnerable to the whims of the 
U.S. interest rates." 


According to Langoni, in 1981 the country obtained $6.2 billion in loans from 
private banks, for an overall total of $17.4 billion in loans. He stated in 
the interview the country will borrow the same amount, in real terms, from 
private banks this year, although the overall amount of the loan will be 
less, 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


COUNTRY AWAITING AUTHORIZATION TO SELL ARMOR PLATING TO U.S. 
PY240152 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 14 Feb 82 p 35 


[Excerpts] The Foreign Relations Ministry has been trying to obtain the 

U.S. Defense Department's authorization for the Bletrometal Acos Finos S.A. 
Company to export cannon barrels, armor plating for battle tanks and other 
components since July. This information was disclosed by Jose Dinis de Souza, 
chairman of the enterprise. 


According to Dinis de Souza negotiations are quite advanced and the agreement 
should be signed by the end of the year. The materials produced by the 
enterprise have already been tested in the United States. 


With an annual production of 30,000 tons, the Eletrometal Company located 

in Sumara (Sao Paulo), produces steel and special alloys. Almost its entire 
production is destined for strategic sectors such as aeronautics and the 
production of war materiel. This company is the main supplier of parts 

of the Brazilian arms industry. 


Dinis de Souza stated that the signature on the agreement is the only thing 
missing to start exports. He stated that the cannon barrels have already 
been tested by the Watervliet arsenal and that it has considered the results 
excellent. According to the Watervliet arsenal, the tests have proven that 
the barrels produced by Eletrometal are considerably more resistant than 
those produced in the United States, Japan or Germany. 


The bimetalic armor plating system which the company hopes to place on the 
U.S. market was developed jointly by Eletrometal and the FMC [expansion 
unknown] Corporation. 


This armor plating system, which is a variation of that used for the tanks 
produced by Engesa [Specialized Engineers, Inc.], will be used for the 
external protection of the super armored system with a refractory layer 
recently developed by the Pentagon for heavy battle tanks. This material 
has already been tested in the FMC testing fields and by the Watertown 
arsenal and has been regarded as high quality material. 


"This is the last word in armor plating for combat vehicles," Dinis said, "but 
the United States will only be able to use it for its tanks if it buys the 
armor from Eletrometal. The Buy American Act, in the meantime, is preventing 
exports from starting immediately.” 


CSO: 3001/102 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRAZILIAN ARMORED CARS REPORTEDLY USED IN GUATEMALA 
PY240126 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 25 Feb 82 p 13 
[Article by Silio Boccanera] 


[Excerpts] Guatemala--The Guatemalan military government is using the 
Brazilian-made armored car Urutu and Cascavel to fight the widely spread 
guerrilla movement. This announcement was made here by diplomatic sources 
who are familiar with the Brazilian vehicles and who said they personally 
saw them in this country. A Guatemalan member of the peaceful opposition 
has also stated that he saw the Brazilian armored cars in Guatemala. 


The sources demanded they not be identified as a condition to talk with 
the press. This condition has become a usual precaution in this country, 
where political murders spread like an epidemic with about 350 cases a 
month, according to reports by Amnesty International, by the OAS, by the 
U.S. State Department and by many religious organizations. At the same 
time, the Guatemalan guerrillas' popularity is increasing, thus posing a 
threat to the military government. 


In Sao Paulo, a spokesman for Specialized Engineers, Inc. (ENGESA) said 

that the enterprise did not sell any of its products to any Central American 
country and dismissed the possibility that third parties may have negotiated 
sales to that region. He remarked that all sales are negotiated on a 
government-to~government basis and that the enterprise has dealings with 
practically all South American countries, except for Argentina. 


Colonel Jaime Rabanales Reys, the spokesman for the Guatemalan army, said 
during an interview held at his office that "there are no Brazilian armoured 
cars in Guatemala." However, he admitted that "about 4 years ago" he saw 

a promotional movie on the Urutu and Cascavel armored cars. 


Rabanales said: "I suppose that if the film was here the purpose was to sell 
the products. There were some proposals but no deals were closed.” 


Rabanales refused to arrange an interview with a Guatemalan army officer. He 
claimed that internal rules did not permit this kind of military information 
to be revealed to the press "because sometimes such disclosures end up caus- 
ing a deal to fall through while still at the negotiation stage." 











‘countries have been supplying arms to Guatemaia. Israel, the main 
er, has already provided the local army with Galil automatic rifles, 
‘tion belts, helmets and at least nine Arava transport planes supplied 
‘annons. The Israeli Government has recently opened a school of 
ary communications in this capitaifor training radio technicians. 
eli citizens have been seen here assisting private individuals in 
t1rity matters, such as the case of Raul Garcia Granados, the cousin 
-resident Gen Romeo Lucas Garcia. Romania and Yugoslavia are also 


plying arms to Guatemala. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


OBSERVER ROLE--Sao Paulo--Mario Garnero, a businessman and president of the 
Forum of the Americas, has declined an invitation by the OAS to be one 

of its official observers at next Sunday's elections in El Salvador. Ina 
statement released to the press by his office, Garnero states that in his 
reply to OAS Secretary General Alejandro Orfila he expressed his fear that 
his presence in El Salvador might lead to various interpretations and could 
raise questions about the neutral position assumed by Brazil with regard 

to the Central American events. [Text] [PY242257 Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO 
BRASIL in Portuguese 24 Mar 82 p 12] 


METALWORKERS, FIESP TALKS STALLED--Metalworkers of the ABC industial district 
in Sao Paulo are getting ready for general meetings next Friday and Sunday. 
Negotiations with the group of 14 of the FIESP [Sao Paulo State Industry 
Federation] are at a standstill. (Jair Meneguelli), president of the 
metalworkers of Sao Bernardo and Diadema, told reporter Nilton Flora that 
nothing positive has yet been obtained. [Begin Meneguelli recording] After 
each session of negotiations I come out increasingly disgusted and convinced 
that negotiations cannot prosper in Brazil because of the intransigence of 
employers, who harden their stance as discussions on items on the agenda 
progresses. [end recording] (Meneguelli'’s) pessimism is not shared by the 
coordinator of the group of 14 of the FIESP, Roberto (Delamana). The 
coordinator is optimistic about the possibility of an agreement, although 

he admits that negotiations with metalworkers of the ABC district, Sao Jose 
Dos Campos, Ribeirao Preto, Santa Barbara do Este and Itu have been difficult. 
[Excerpts] [PY241505 Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes in Portuguese 1000 GMT 
24 Mar 82] 


AMBASSADOR TO PRC--Itamaraty today reported that the PRC Government has 
agreed to the appointment of Italo Zappa as the new Brazilian ambassador 
to Beijing. [PY231204 Brasilia Domestic Service in Portuguese 2200 GMT 
22 Mar 82 PY] 
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COUNTRY SECT ION COSTA RICA 


EDITORIAL WARNS AGAINST PRO-SOVIET IMPACT 
PA230444 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 12 Mar 82 p 14A 
[Editorial: "Nicaragua Today"] 


[Text] However much the Somozist dictatorship might have been a source of 
political and moral shame to Central America, it was nevertheless, only a 
Nicaraguan problem. Therefore, its transition from the dynamic regime to 
what it is today unfortunately has a direct impact on all of its neighbors 
in the area and on the very destiny of this part of the American continent. 
The current events in Nicaragua are not merely a regional phenomenon and 
their extracontinental significance can hardly be denied. Like Cuba, 
Nicaragua is today, in the hands of Sandinist Marxist-Leninists linked to 
the Cuban-Soviet axis, one more outpost of Soviet power in the Caribbean 
and, consequently, a decisive factor of geopolitical turmoil in the middle 
section of our hemisphere and, therefore, on the continent itself. 


The U.S. Government charges regarding the military bases discovered by the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency [CIA] in Nicaragua reveal, without a 
shadow of a doubt, the strategy that motivated the struggle against the 
Somozas' despotic rule from the start. Nicaragua, the weakest link in the 
Central American chain, was a priority target of the Soviet imperialist 
strategy from the beginning. El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and the 
rest of the Caribbean were next in line. 


If the goals of the Nicaraguan revolution led by the Sandinists had been a 
democratic change, the new regime that emerged after the fall of the dictator 
would not have needed military bases or a large army to defend itself, 
because it could have stood on its own with the total support of all the 
nations of America. Since the objective, however, was "to take" Nicaragua 
politically and militarily to maintain Cuba-Soviet penetration in that area 
and thus break the backbone of the hemisphere's security system, the 

first thing that was done was to unleash an arms race to surpass the 
military might of the five Central American republics and to make Nicaragua 
another strategic power of Soviet expansionism in the Caribbean. 
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The Cuban dilemma was up until recently a headache for the Soviets, due 

to the fact that one Cuba alone, isolated, was not only untenable, but also 
politically and economically onerous. The possibility of survival of 
communist Cuba was contemplated then on the path of the Cubanization of the 
Caribbean and Central America to create a broad and self-sufficient habitat 
to a certain extent to guarantee the development of the pro-Soviet socialism 
in such a remote area from Moscow. A firm, consistent geopolitical climate 
had to be created for Cuba, taking advantage, of course, of the prerevolu- 
tionary situation of the North Central America, considering its unjust and 
anachronistic socioeconomic structures. 


When El Salvador did not fall, as had been foreseen, with the setback of 

a change of government in the United States before the Salvadoran insurrection 
led by pro-Soviet organizations achieved victory, the alternative was to 
accelerate and intensify the Nicaraguan military plans so as to strengthen 

at least what had been achieved up to now. 


But, unfortunately, all of this process which is so logical, so clear and 

so obvious as days go by, has no contrast whatsoever. The Reagan government 
will denounce today and tomorrow also the steps and advances of this Cuba- 
Nicaraguan strategic evolution promoted by the USSR, but nothing more. Before 
the eyes and patience of the American states that deep change in the tradi- 
tional political, military framework of the Caribbean is inexorably being 
fulfilled. Every day we learn about new military bases in Nicaragua, about 
new arms in Cuba, about the emplacement of missiles on the island, as if 

it involved making history or giving an account of that enterprise to be 

aware of it at least. 


Meanwhile, in the United States there are powerful forces that favor or 
promote this deep change in the strategic neighborhood of this large power 
while the rest of the countries of the hemisphere remain indifferent or 
passive, having in their hands sufficient political instruments to confront 
one of the best conceived and camouflaged aggressions of military and 
political history of the era. We are doing nothing to halt a movement 
which can be irreversible and which, if it prospers and achieves its 
principal objectives, could change the face of all the continent. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BRIEFS 


NEW DIPESP DIRECTOR--Santiago, Chile, 10 Mar (LATIN-REUTER)--Adviser 
Patricio Rodriguez has been designated director of the Special Policy 
Department (DIPESP) of the Ministry of Foreign Relations. [PY180030 
Santiago Chile Diplomatic Information Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 

10 Mar 82 PY] 


AMBASSADOR TO PAKISTAN, TURKEY--Santiago, Chile, 13 Mar (LATIN-REUTER)-- 
The governments of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and of the Republic 
of Turkey have agreed to the designation of Ricardo Letelier Saavedra 

as the new Chilean ambassador to those two countries. The seat of the 
Chilean Embassy will be in Ankara, capital of Turkey. [Santiago Chile 
Diplomatic Information Service in Spanish 1358 GMT 13 Mar 82 PY] 


URUGUAYAN AMBASSADOR'S CREDENTIALS--President Augusto Pinochet has received 
the credentials of Uruguayan Ambassador Julio Cesar Lupinacci at a ceremony 
held in the O'Higgins room at Government House. [Santiago Chile TERCERA 

DE LA HORA in Spanish 6 Mar 82 p 5 PY] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MEDEROS DISCUSSES INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

U.S. Propaganda Against Poland 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 5 
[Commentary by Teresa Mederos] 


[Text] At a cost of more than US$ 500,000, American TV has broadcast a new 
piece of buffooery by the current American administration with Ronald Reagan 
as script writer, director and leading actor. 


It was the anti-Polish telecast produced by the President with a cast of a few 
political leaders of Western Europe and his longtime friends of the Hollywood 
cinema. 


However, the program, which was designed to provide massive support for the 
Polish counterrevolutionaries who acted behind the mask of the labor federa- 
tion "Solidarity," evidently did not achieve the objectives souguc by the 
former actor of American Western movies. 

Judging from the slight impact of this anticommunist "cantata" and from the 
refusal by numerous European TV networks to broadcast it directly, 

Ronald Reagan has again suffered another diplomatic setback in his efforts to 
introduce spectacular farcical elements into American foreign policy. 


What was apparent in this new action by the occupant of the American presi- 
dential residence is the continuity of action as regards intervention in the 
internal affairs of Poland. 


By openly proclaiming support for the Polish counterrevolutionary dregs, 

Reagan is doing nothing more than stamping "Made in USA” on the actions 

engaged in by the CIA and other Western intelligence services against the 
socialist system in Poland as was disclosed recently in the documents presented 
to the press by the Warsaw authorities. 








Against the backdrop of the international situation, this is a clear expres- 
sion of the fact that American foreign policy is traveling the road toward a 
confrontation with the socialist nations, as is also seen in the boycott 
measures taken by Reagan against Poland and the USSR. 


Therefore, the anti-Polish campaign led by Washington has much more serious 
overtones since it is designed, along with other measures, to support an 
American foreign policy which refuses to continue the SALT talks between the 


United States and the USSR for the reduction of nuclear armaments, designed 
to maintain the boycott of the Vienna talks for arms limitation in Central 
Europe, and to divert the Madrid Conference from the path of cooperation and 


security. 


-_— —_ 


In addition, the anticommunist clamor may be considered an attempt by Washing- 
ton to reduce the strong opposition of European public opinion and of the 
realistic politicians of that continent to the emplacement of hundreds of new 
auclear missiles planned by NATO. 


On the American domestic scene, the administration's anticommunist propaganda 
campaign may weli be aimed at limiting the protest actions against rearmament 
and to put up a smokescreen in front of the lacerating effects that the 
economic crisis is having on the broad masses of American people. 

The American president's attempt to deal with the Polish situation as 
"defense of human rights" may well be an attempt to achieve similar results, 
in view of the growing denunciations of Reagan's support of the genocidal 
junte in El Salvador and other dictorial regimes who massacre peoples in 
Latin America and elsewhere. 


But the sun can never be hidden by a finger. Those who orchestrate the noisy 
anti-Polish campaign might well remember this. 


Costa Rican Election 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 5 


[Commentary by Teresa Mederos ] 


[Text] The Costa Rican presidential elections set for next Sunday will take 
place against the background of a serious economic crisis, an escalating 
repression of labor and the legacy of the so-called Central American Democra- 
tic Community in which Costa Rica, together with El Salvador and Honduras, 
plays the role of an appendage of American policy, serv_ng as a channel for 
American interests in the region. 


At the end of 1981 Costa Rica had a 53 percent rate of inflation, a 400 percent 
devaluation of the official currency, serious balance-of=-payments problems, 
flight of capital and a foreign debt of more than US$ 7 billion. 
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These economic conditions seriously harm the large popular masses who suffer 
the effects of the rise in the cost of living and galloping unemployment which 
according to official figures is over 100,000 persons, 10 percent of the work 
force. 


As if this were not bad enough, the outgoing regime will leave the country 
submerged in a state of repression of the workers who call for better working 
conditions and wages, especially in the banana plantations exploited by trans- 
national American companies. The harsh police repression left in its wake two 
dead workers, dozens of wounded and arrested persons among whom are numerous 
labor leaders. 


The failure of the government to intervene on behalf of the workers, who have 
been on strike for more than 4 weeks to demand their rights, exposes the 
rightist orientation of the present head of the government and of the unity 
coalition which has nominated for the next elections Rafael Angel Calderon 
who promises strict compliance with the recommendations of the International 
Monetary Fund, 


Another candidate who has sufficient economic resources and influence in 
management circles to get a large number of votes is Luis Alberto Monge of the 
National Liberation Party which encompasses the extreme rightist tendencies. 
His election slogan is "social justice and democracy through production" 

which surely is meant to please the domestic and foreign exploiters. 


The "United People" coalition, consisting of the Popular Vanguard Party 
[Costa Rican communist party], the Peoples' Revolutionary Party and the 
Socialist Party, denounces in its platform the economic crisis and the 
responsibility of the rightist governments and narties for this situation. 


With their candidate Rodrigo Gutierrez, "United People" has conducted an 
electoral campaign with mass meetings and expects to win a larger number of 
seats in the Legislative Assembly where it now has three deputies. 


This coalition's program is presented as an alternative designed to make 
possible a change in the present conditions in Costa Rica, favorable to the 
masses of this Central American country. 


On the other hand, former President Mario Echandi of the National Movement is 
attempting to rally around himself the most reactionary sectors and is sup- 
ported by the oligarchy. 


The people of Costa Rica will go to the polls in search of an improvement or 
relief from the deteriorated economic situation. But it is clear that the 
mere changing of the person occupying the seat of president will provide 
neither improvement nor relief. The changes must therefore be much deeper. 


9204 
CSO: 3010/1010 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA REPORTS STATEMENTS BY ANGOLA AMBASSADOR 
'1.231923 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[fext| South Africa's apartheid leads to the annihilation of man's national 
identity, consequently to his degradation and annihilation, Angola's 
ambassador to Cuba Mwaete Joao Baptista has stated in a speech he made on 
the occasion of the international day for the elimination of racial 
discrimination, which was established by the United Nations. 


In a speech at Cuba's United Nations association in Havana, the diplomat 
[Begin Baptista recording] South Africa's territory occupies nearly 
4 percent of the African continent. That country's administration controls 
30 percent of Africa's total yield, 45 percent of the continent's gross 
product, 50 percent of the minerals and electric energy production, 

95 percent of the gold production, 30 percent of the cement production, 

60 percent of the volume of cargo transported by railroad and 43 percent 

of all vehicles in Africa. Such is the economic system in which the 

United States of America and other Western superpowers, particularly England, 
the FRC and France, invest capital amounting to nearly 10 billion dollars, 
if not more. {end recording] 


2 ft wie 
LcilCU es 


The ceremony commemorating the international day for the elimination of 

racial discrimination was attended by Cuba's Communist Party Central Committee 
member Severo Aguirre De] Cristo, who is president of the Cuban movement for 
the peace and sovereignty of the peoples, as well as representatives of 
liberation movements and other guests. 


CSO: 3010/1164 














COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ANPP COMMITTEES FORMED, TO MEET IN JULY 
FL250325 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2111 GMT 24 Mar 82 


[Text] Flavio Bravo, chairman of the National Assembly of the People's 
Government [ANPP] and member of the Central Committee, has presided over 
the meeting to elect the ANPP standing work committees. The meeting was 
held at the Palace of Conventions in Havana, The committees will be 
provisional until approved by the Council of State and later by the plenum 
of deputies. Flavio Bravo said that the committees have an active and 
dynamic job and will provide solutions to the more relevant problems of 
the country. Four of the committees will begin work immediately, and each 
sf the topics studied will be discussed at the next session of the ANPP 

to be held in July. 


There are 16 standing work committees made up of deputies who were selected 
because, in view of their occupational experience they would be able to do 
a quality job. The new structures of the standing work committees of the 
ANPP have been based on the organization of the (?state) administration. 
One of the committees will dedicate itself to the study of comprehensive 
activities which wili cover areas of action of the central planning board, 
the state committees for finance, prices, statistics and other related 
committees. There will be committees for the agroindustries, sugar produc- 
tion, food production, industry, transportation and communications and 
construction and housing, which will address everything related to those 
problems. Constitutional and legal matters, foreign relations, health, 
environment, education, sports, labor and social security are among some 

of the areas which will be dealt with by working groups of the ANPP. 





The ANPP will begin its next period of sessions in the first days of July 
and will discuss a wide ranging agenda. Among the topics it will discuss 
are the draft electoral law, a report from the Ministry of Light Industry, 
and the regulations governing the national, provincial and municipal 
assemblies of the people's government. During this session, a provincial 
sovernment will make a report of its work, and the decree-laws submitted 
by the Council of State and the formation of the standing work committees 
of the ANPP will be ratified. It is expected that during this session a 
provisional work group will be formed which is to study, examine and complete 
a draft work code which is a needed complementary legislation for our 
socialist constitution. 


CSO: 3010/1162 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VILMA ESPIN ARRIVES IN MANAGUA 
Arrival in Managua 
Mi.240210 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 24 Mar 82 


|lext] Vilma Espin, president of the Federation of Cuban Women, arrived 

in Managua today to attend the continental meeting of women for peace and 
independence which will begin tomorrow. Commander of the Revolution 

Tomas Borge and guerrilla commanders, Doris Tijerino and (Monica Baltodano) 
welcomed her at Augusto Cesar Sandino International Airport. Upon her 
arrival in Nicaragua, Vilma Espin, alternate member of the Cuban Communist 
Party Politburo, said that the event offers a magnificent opportunity to 
express solidarity with the Central American and Caribbean peoples at a time 
when imperialist threats have been intensified. 


Addresses Women's Meeting 
FL252325 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2102 GMT 25 Mar 82 


[Text] Vilma Espin, president of the Federation of Cuban Women, has stated 
that an examination of the factors that threaten peace in Latin America 

and the Caribbean has never been as important as it is today. The Cuban 
women's leader delivered the first speech today at the continental women's 
meeting being held in Managua, Nicaragua, where she is serving as president 
of the committee dealing with the factors which threaten peace in Latin 
American and the Caribbean. Vilma Espin added that the fact that the event 
is being held in free Nicaragua, liberated through the efforts of its sons 
but now threatened, slandered and attacked by U.S. imperialism, takes 

on an ever greater dimension. 


She further noted that the countries of the continent have been systematically 
subjected to the theft and plunder of their natural resources and raw 
materials, and to unfair economic relations by the imperialists. In another 
part of her speech Vilma Espin identified U.S. imperialism as the cause for 
underdevelopment, perpetuating the decrepit and rotten structure which will 
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cause social injustice to reign in this continent. The Cuban leader also 
referred to the hunger, misery, disease and ignorance which have been part 

of the life of millions of people in this part of the world and which affect 
women and children. She referred to U.S. relations with Latin America 

and the Caribbean from the past century up to the present, to its "big stick" 
policy and denounced the attacks against our country. Finally, Vilma Espin 
said that all of those factors in our region are closely linked and lack a 
complete solution, emphasizing that without national independence and 
economic development there will be no peace. 


CSO: 3010/1161 
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COUNTRY SECT ION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


CUBA-USSR EDUCATIONAL AGREEMENT--The Higher Teaching State Institute of 
Rostov in the USSR and the Higher Teaching Institute of Guantanamo have 
signed a cooperation agreement at the institute’s main offices located 
in Niceto Perez Municipality. The agreement, which was signed by the 
rectors of the two institutes, (Anatoliy Gresko) and Pedro Rodriguez, 
provides for the exchange of highly qualified specialists and biblio- 
graphical information of mutual interest. (Anatoliy Gresko) said that 
the agreement carries out the accords reached by the CPSU and the 

Cuban Communist Party congresses. [FL240235 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 2104 GMT 23 Mar 82 FL] 


CEMA MEETING OPENS--The meeting of the working group of CEMA's scientific 
and technical council for civil aviation began today at the ambassador 
Hall of the Habana Libre Hotel. The group, which is in charge of the 
integral development of international airports for CEMA member countries, 
started sessions with the participation of delegations from the USSR, 
Czechoslovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, the Polish People's Republic, 
GDR and Cuba. (Stalichna Kreps), member of the CEMA secretariat, declared 
the meeting opened and Armando Perez, director of the Ministry of Transporta- 
tion Civil Aeronautics [Institute], welcomed the delegates and referred to 
the importance which the complex development of international airports 
represents. He said it was necessary to work toward finding common 
solutions in order to respond to the needs of improving movements at the 
airports and acknowledged the progress achieved in information systems, 
weighing of baggage, electrical carts and other improvements. [Text] 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 23 Mar 82 FL] 


VEIGA TO USSR--Roberto Veiga, alternate member of the Politburo and secretary 
general of the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions], has re- 
turned from the Soviet Union with the delegation he led to the 17th Congress 
of Soviet Trade Unions held in Moscow. The Cuban labor leader addressed 

the congress and denounced plans for U.S. military actions against the 
revolutions of Nicaragua and Grenada, to crush the struggle of the Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan peoples and to continue the escalation of aggression against 
Cuba. [Text] [FL241215 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 24 Mar 82] 
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CASTRO RECEIVES MANLEY--Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, president of the 
Councils of State and Ministers and chairman of the nonaligned movement, 
received Michael Manley, president of the People's National Party of 
Jamaica, yesterday afternoon. Manley made a brief visit to our country. 
Manley talked to the chairman of the nonaligned movement about regional 
issues and the movement's forthcoming activities. Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, 
vice president of the Councils of State and Ministers, was also present 

at the meeting. [Text] [FL231209 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

1145 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


U.S., NATO SCORED--Cuba warned today in the Indian city of Varanasi that 
NATO and its maneuvers in the Caribbean will not be able to break the 
will of the Cuban people to continue to build socialism and to carry out 
its internationalist duties. At the plenum of the 12th Congress of the 
Communist Party of India the Cuban delegate, Pedro Ross Leal said: We 
will pay any price in defending the triumphs achieved and the revolution 
will follow faithfully the Marxist-Leninist principles. Ross Leal, 
alternate member of the Cuban Communist Party Central Committee, also 
denounced U.S. interventionist plans in El Salvador, the attempts of 
aggression against the Grenadian and Nicaraguan revolutions as well as 
the total blockade plans and the threats of direct military attack against 


our country. [Text] [FL250300 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 
25 Mar 82] 


GUATEMALAN YOUTH SUPPORT--The Guatemala youth will attend the 4th UJC 
[Union of Young Communists] congress. The extraordinary UJC event will 
receive the solidary support of all Latin American youth now that Cuba 

is being again threatened by imperialism, according to (Bagriela Navarro), 
member of the Guatemalan Labor Party Youth. The student, who came from the 
western part of her country, stressed the significance of the 4th UJC a 
coneress for all Latin American youth and stressed the international spirit 
of the Cuban youth. Speaking about the status quo in her country, 
(Gabriela) told Radio Reloj that irrespective of imperialist maneuvers 
against the will of the Guatemalan people, the youth of that country will 
continue to be leading participants in the revolution. She concluded 

by saying: Our duty is to do the same from here, either at our jobs or . 
our studies and to be prepared to defend Cuba side by side with its heroic 
youth, should need arise. [Text] [FL241811 Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1519 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


|.EGISLATIVE APPOINTMENT--Luis Mendez Morejon has been appointed chief of 
the work with the commissions department of the People's Government 
National Assembly. |FL251840 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 
25 Mar 82 FL] 


NICARAGUAN VISTTORS IN CAMAGUEY--A Nicaraguan delegation has visited 
health, educational and economic centers in Camaguey. The delegation is 
led by (Gioconda Trejo), in charge of popular communication for the 
Nicaraguan Health Ministry. Its visit to Camaguey comes as a result of 
a bilateral agreement between Nicaragua and Cuba in keeping with a 
panAmerican health organization program, [Havana Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1506 GMT 25 Mar 82 FL] 
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RODRIGUEZ AT CULTURAL MEETING--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, menber of —" 
Communist Party [PCC] Politburo and vice president of the sounerre : ve 
State and Ministers, made the opening remarks at a ceremony — y the 
Ministry in recognition of those who founded, supported and 
-ontributed to the "Nuestro Tiempo" Cultural Association, which : i 
commemorates the 30th anniversary of its creation. ‘Sitting at t : pews 

ing table were PCC Politburo member and Culture Minister Armando ~ pace 
PCC Politburo alternate member anc secretariat member Panoee pe 4 : 
lose Felipe Carneado, member of the PCC Central Committee iat . 5 ¢ 
science, culture and educational centers depar tment ; and Nico ae a ; 
member of the PCC Central Committee and president of the Nationa . 

of Cuban Writers and Artists. Rodriguez said that the appearance fe) . 
in our midst doubtlessly was a collective act of assumpt ion 
was Carried out by a group of young writers 
1500 GMT 24 Mar 82 FL] 


Cuiture 


tar a” 1" 
"Nuestro Tiempo 
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of a political position which 
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and artists. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 


RESERVOLR WATER LEVEL--Julio Camacho Aguilera, Politburo member and first 
party secretary of Havana City Province, has toured the facilities at 

Vinto reservoir and expressed interest toward aspects related to the supply 
of water to the capital. Oscar Fernandez Meil, Communist Party of Cuba 
Central Committee member and president of the People's Government Provincial 
Assembly, noted a significant drop of the water level of the reservoir, 
which is ted by underground springs, caused by the extended drought. 
Alfredo Suarez, provincial director of waterpipes, explained to the above- 
mentioned leaders the manner in which the spring are being exploited, the 
problems which his organization is currently facing and the measures which 
have been implemented to alleviate the situation. The Vinto reservoir, 
also Known as Alvear, received water from the southern watershed through a 
network of pipes approximately 40 km long and it supplies Centro Habana, 
Habana Vieja and part of Plaza de la Revolucion, Cerro and 10 de Octubre 
municipalities. [Text] [FL242035 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

L700 GMI 24 Mar 82] 


LIVESTOCK ASSEMBLY MEETING--This assembly meeting is a tribute to commander 
in chief Fidel Castro for his valuable contribution to the development of 
the country’s cattle industry, Arnaldo Milian, member of Cuba's Communist 
Party Politburo and minister of agriculture, has asserted in his closing 
remarks at the cattle industry's sixth national plenary meeting. Milian 
noted that last year, for the first time in many years, the cattle 

industry had achieved great gains and cited among them the increase in size 
of the herds, reduction of deaths and increase in number of births, in 
average weight per animal and in production of feed for the dry season. The 
positive results confirmed that the breeding policy outlined by Comrade Fidel 
has been successful and the world record-setting cow Ubre Blanca is the 

best demonstration of that policy. [Text] [FL241850 Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 24 Mar 82 FL] 


ALGER LAN-CUBAN AGREEMENT--Arnaldo Milian, a member of the Politburo and 
minister of agriculture, was at the Havana airport to say goodbye to 
salim Saadi, the minister of agriculture and agrarian reform of Algeria. 
Also at the airport to see the Algerian delegation off were Hector Rodriguez 
Llompart, member of the Central Committee and minister president of the 
State Committee of Economic Cooperation, and kamon Castro, member of the 
Havana Provincial Party Bureau. Salim Saadi and Arnaldo Milian signed 

an agricultural-livestock cooperation agreement between Cuba and Algeria 
yesterday afternoon, It covers cooperation in production, animal health, 
tobacco and exchanges. [Text] [FL251150 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
L100 GMT 25 Mar 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


IDA LOAN FOR INFRASTRUCTURE--Roseau, Dominica, Tuesday, (CANA)--Plans have 
been substantially advanced for the International Development Association 
(IDA), a World Bank subsidiary, to lend Dominica US$ five million, Com- 
munications Minister Henry Dyer has said here. He is just back from 
Washington where he held talks with officials of the World Bank on the loan, 
which is primarily for infrastructural development. The bank is co-ordinating 
Dominica's effort at raising money from international aid donors for a major 
road reconstruction drive. Following the devastation caused here by two 
successive hurricanes (1979-1980). My Dyer said that the money will be used 
for an island wide patching up programme on the roads to begin here next 
month and also for the rehabilitation of some 36 kilometers of road around 
the country. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Mar 82 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/209 

















COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FSR VIEWS WORKERS’ SITUATION, PRESENTS DEMANDS 
PA230324 San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 20 Mar 82 p 36 
[Paid advertisement ] 


[Text] The Revolutionary Trade Union Federation [FSR] appealing to the 
working classes and the Salvadoran people in general, states the following: 


The struggle of the workers and people in general, to attain better working 
and living conditions is being felt and more and more evident every day 
through their activities. It is also evident that those responsible for 

this situation are unable to solve the problems of the workers and the people 
in general and, on the contrary, have tried to divert the workers' struggle 
with demagogic measures and false promises, as expressed daily by the 
political parties involved in the present electoral contest. 


We, the workers, know what path we should follow to attain our greatest 
aspirations for freedom, justice and social progress. We also know that no 
political party will solve our problems and the unjust situation created 

by an unfair social system based on exploitation and domination, which 

favors a few, submerges the workers in misery and promotes all kinds of 

abuses. We, the working classes, continue supporting the misery and injustices 
imposed on us. 


The deep general crisis affecting the country has been borne by the workers 
and in spite of so much demagoguery and false promises made at this time, 
our situation, instead of being solved, has become more acute to the extent 
that it is practically impossible to lead a just, decent and truly human 
life. 


The acute situation confronted by the people is evidenced in the following ways: 


1. An alarming increase of violence suffered by the people. In recent years 
there were more than 35,000 political murders. Most labor leaders have been 
eliminated and almost all labor union offices have been destroyed. The 
organization and expression of the workers' thoughts has been forbidden. 
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2. As a result of this alarming situation, there are, at home and abroad, 


over 600,000 displaced persons, mostly tarm workers who have been forced 
to seek places of refuge. 
3. The high cost of living has had an unprecedented increase in recent 


years. Staple products and public services have been subjected to uncon- 
trolled price increases. 


y 


4. Salaries and social benefits of workers have been frozen and left behind 
by the growing cost of living. 


5. Unemployment grows constantly because of the closing of businesses and 
massive dismissals. 


6. In spite of all this, elections are about to be held although the 
conditions essential to their development do not exist. 


In view of this situation, the FSR presents the following platform of demands 
reflecting the most just aspirations of the workers at this time: 


1. General salary increase to industrial, commerce, bank and government workers. 
2. Immediate half of all actions against labor union leaders and workers. 

3. Respect for collective work contracts by employers. 

4. Respect for labor unions. 

5. Unconditional release of all arrested labor leaders and political prisoners. 


6. Derogation of rights [as published] detrimental to workers' interests 
[Decrees 296, 544 and others]. 


7. Immediate lifting of stage of siege. 

lhe FSR makes a fraternal appeal to all workers and public and private employees 
to increase their efforts to gain our demands in each work center, to strengthen 
our organization and to struggle constantly to gain better living and working 


conditions. 


FSR, signed, Juan Ernesto Castro Perez. Cedula 1-6-0013780 


CSO: 3010/1156 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


JUNTA MEMBER CENSURES SECURITY CORPS ABUSE 
PA230451 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2301 GMT 22 Mar 82 


[Text] San Salvador, 22 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Jose Antonio Morales Erhlich, member 
of the ruling Salvadoran junta, today censured abuses committed by a security 
corps against political prisoners in Mariona jail, located in the northern 
outskirts of San Salvador. 


In a communique, Morales Erhlich said that his son, Jose Antonio Morales 
Carbonel, had been treated medically at a private clinic because of a 
nervous breakdown he suffered after being badly treated. His son has been 
a political prisoner since March 1980. 


He added that this past Thursday, the Ministry of Defense requested permission 
from the Justice Ministry to search the Mariona jail, since they had reports 
that the political prisoners had some hidden weapons. 


"This type of search is normal and legitimate since the government has the 
right and the duty of carrying it out as often as needed to preserve public 
order and control subversion,” Morales Erhlich said. 


But he added that: "The svzarch was carried out by the treasury police and 
everything indicates that the person who led it abused his authority and power 
when he applied mental and physical force during the procedures. Because of 
this, my son suffered a nervous breakdown which forced us to place him in a 
local clinic." 


Morales Erhlich added that his son has been released from the clinic and is 
back at the Mariona jail. 


The junta member said that "the authorities must insure the rights of citizens, 
but prisoners, whatever their condition, must be respected. This is why 

we have asked defense authorities to carry out a detailed investigation and 

to determine responsibilities." 


He added that, as a politician, he is aware that "the goal of ordering and 
pacifying the fatherland is a hard task" and that civilian and military 
efforts "will be jeopardized by absurd actions such as the one currently 
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occupying our attention." "These actions can range from simple stupidity 
or the unleashing of resentment on the part of the authorities against the 
prisoners whom they consider their enemies, to malicious machination to 
‘ause a rift among higher level authorities," Morales said. 


On Thursday, Morales Ehrlich's son placed telephone calls from the clinic 
where he was staying to several media sources, to charge that the security 
corps had gone into the jail and beaten and threatened him and 500 other 


political prisoners. 


The Salvadoran Human Rights Commission has also denounced the action. 


CSO: 3010/1156 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


PORTILLO PEACE BID--The peace proposal fer El Salvador recently formulated 
by Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo was considered as a very positive 
step by Salvador Cayetano Carpio, top leader of the FMLN, in an interview 
published in the Yugoslavian capital today. Cayetano Carpio, who was 
interviewed by the TANJUG Agency during his visit to Belgrade, added that 
the FMLN feels that Lopez Portillo's efforts could create the proper 
climate for a political solution of the conflict. The Salvadoran leader 
noted that the threat of foreign aggression against El Salvador is more 
real today than ever before because of U.S. President Ronald Reagan's 
warmongering policy. [Text] [PA231210 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 
1800 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


U.S. EMBASSY PROTECTION--San Salvador, 20 Mar (AFP)--A team of ABC Television 
Network newsmen from the United States who were scheduled to leave 

San Salvador this morning has decided to ask for diplomatic protection 

from the U.S. Embassy after the newsmen were stopped by Salvadoran police 
as they were leaving their hotel. As the U.S. newsmen were getting ready 
to leave the Camino Real Hotel, they were questioned by three plainclothes- 
men who demanded their documents, questioned the driver of their rented 
taxi about their itinerary during the past few days and then summoned them 
to the police headquarters to provide explanations. Because of this inci- 
dent, the newsmen decided to ask for the U.S. Embassy protection in order 
to leave the country. The ABC team hopes to go to the airport, located 
about 40 km from San Salvador, accompanied with a U.S. Embassy escort. 
Meanwhile, a Brazilian O GLOBO television network team that was fired upon 
by a military patrol Friday afternoon in eastern El Saivador also announced 
its plans to request the protection of the Brazilian Embassy to leave the 
country today or tomorrow. [Text] [PA201900 Paris AFP in Spanish 1753 GMT 
20 Mar 82] 


U.S., ARGENTINE INTERVENTION--El Salvador's FMLN has charged that the U.S. 
Government is hurriedly planning military aggression against that Central 
American country after realizing that neither the elections nor a coup d'etat 
will save the military-Christian Democratic junta. in a document made public 
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| Reagan government, Argentina and other South American nations have 
t for an 


in Jose by the ACENCIA INDEPENDIENTE DE PRENSA, the FMLN notes that the 
intervention in El Salvador in the near future. 


One of the 
they have is to call for an OAS meeting to get approval for the 
creation of an inter-American force to intervene in the Salvadoran conflict. 
fhe charges note that if this plan is approved, then troops from Argentina, 
Colombia, Chile, Paraguay, Honduras and other countries would participate 

intervention with logistical support from the United States, the 
¥ document charges. 


in tne 


FML} [Text ] 


{PA212108 Havana International Service 
in Spanish 0000 GMT 21 Mar 82] 


CSsu: 


3010/1156 
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COUNTRY 


BISHOP 


SECT LON 


GRENADA 


PRAISES MILITIA MANEUVERS; OFFICERS RECOGNIZED 


Closing Ceremony 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Feb 82 pp 8-9 


[Text ] 


GRENADA's Revolutionary 
Armed Forces high com- 
mand took a decision that 
leading memers of the 
Feople's Revolutionary 
Militia will soon he en- 
titled to wear the stripes 
of the ranks. 

This was specially 
announced by Prime Minis- 
ter and Commander-tIn- 
Chief Mavrice Bishon, as 
he climaxed the recent 
Julien Fedon Third Anni- 
versary National Manoeu- 
vre on the Carenaaqde, St. 
George's, last 

As "a further 
ment in the vrocess of 
national recognition and 
Salutation", this deci- 
Sion means that senior 
members of the militia 
will be referred to as 
officers in the future. 

Held six months 
the "Heroes of the Home- 
land" manoeuvre last 
year, the manoeuvres 
“showed the tremendous 
versatility, 
and enercy of the 
lution", said PM Bishop. 


Sunday. 


Je ve lop- 


ifter 


Se ae a } 3 4, 
J) t al a § } , 
rcv 
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Although it came in the 
midst of preparations for 
the March 13 Festival 
of the Revolution 
and discussions on the 
national economy, the 
manoeuvre was successful 
‘beyong our wildest 
dreams", he said. 

Outlining the ever-pre- 
sent need to keep pre- 
pared to defend the home- 
land; PM Bishop said 
"even when it seems the 
imperialists are begin- 
ning to relax, they are 
always planning, plotting 
and scheming" to turn 
back popular processes 
desimed to serve poor 
peonle. 

"Fyerything we are 
fiqnting for is hated 
and despised by imperial- 
ism", and as long as it's 
there, "revolutions wil] 
be opposed by the imperial 
ists", he added. 

Chaired by National 
Mobilisation Minister 
Selwyn Strachan, the 
manoeuvre's closing 
ceremony had three parts. 











Speaking at the tirst 
part in Seamoon, St. 
Andrew's, Secretary for 
Defence and the Interior, 
General Hudson Austin 
said, "we will defend 
this homeland, come 

what may. " 


Prizes and certifi- 
cates were awarded to 
scores of participants, 
including the inost out- 
standing battalion. com 
pany, Platoon, and 


squad chiefs. Medics, 
drivers, communications 
and exploration person- 
nel, along with politi- 
cal chiefs and mobili- 
sers, were also recognised. 


Over 165 vehicles parti- 
cipated in the historic 
motorcade which ensued 
from Seamoon with the 
thousands of partici- 
pants passing along the 
westem coast towards 
Springs, Grand Anse, 
then back to the Carenage. 


Carriacou Rally 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Feb 82 p 9 


[Article by Kevin Williams] 


[Text ] 


HUNDREDS of persons from 
Carriacou and Fetit Mar- 
tinique participated in 
a successful Julien Fedor 
Manoeuvre in Carriacou 
last weekend. 

Minister of Agricul- 
ture George Louison, 
addressing the rally in 
Hillsborough on Sunday, 
said the manoeuvre was 
the greatest since the 
Revolution. He said the 
people of Carriacou were 
better prepared to defend 
themselves. 

Bro. Louison observed 
that all sections of 
the military were better 
organised. There was in- 
creased discipline in 
2very single company and 
after two-and-a-half 
days in the hills, they 
have shown their true 
mettle. 

As a result of this in- 
creased discipline, he 


said, the Armed Forces 
were able to fall in 
line much quicker and 
were able to accomplish 
a lot more. "For the 
first time we were able 
to communicate much 

more effectively", he 
said, praising the ‘vomen 
who operated the cor- 
munication radios. 

He also expressed 
saitsfaction at the 
organisation of trans~ 
portation and praised 
the drivers and medics 
for their heroic efforts. 

Bro. Louison said 
that March 13 Festival of 
the Revolution celebra- 
tions will be better and 
greater and will see fur 
ther repairs +to the 
Hillsborough Community 
Centre and the opening 
of a health centre in 
Petit Martinique, 











CSO: 


Lt. Julien Andrew of 
the Feople's Revolutionary 
Armv, who went to 
Carriacou to judge the 
manoeuvre, said he was 
pleased by the level of 
discipline and organisa: 
tion. However there was 
a need to develop the 
militia so that when 
the next manoeuvre is 
held, there will be a 
fighting force in Carriz 
cou. 

Also addressing the 
rally were chief politic 
commissar George Prime 
and regional commander 
Lt. Iman Abddulah. 


Before the rally, the 
troops, comprising 
soldiers, and members 
of the cadets, Pioneers, 
the National Women Organ 
sation, the National You 
Organisation and medics, 
went on a motorcade arou 
Carriacou and then 


3025/206 





marched througn the 
Streets of Hillsborough 
Chenting: . 


[paragraph illegible] 


Theophilus Benjamin, 
64, a fisherman of 
Fetit Martinique, and 
one of the oldest mili- 
tia members on the man- 
oeuvres, Said he joined 


the militia last year and 
made up his mind to 
participate in this 
manoeuvre. 

"I joined the militia 
to protect the goverm- 
ment and country", he 
said. "The PRG is doing 
a lot for this island; 


chings we have not seen 

for years", he said, citing 
clinics, marketing depots, 
“<2 and } jC MWe 

roads, houses and elect- 
ricity. 


"We tetit Martiniquans, 
old and young, will hold 
2 qin until we are dead", 














COUNTRY SECTION 





GRENADA 


REAGAN CARIBBEAN PLAN SEEKS TO PROP UP RIGHTIST REGIMES 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Feb 82 p 13 


[Excerpt ] 


CSO: 


UNITED States President 
Ronald Reaqan has finally 
unveiled his mini- Marsn- 
all plan for the Caribbean 
and Central America, Dring- 
ing shock at his blatant 
attempts to divide the 
region and isolate Gre- 
nada, Cuba and Nicaragua. 

His lonaq-discussed "Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative", 
revealed in a speech to 
the Organisation of Ameri- 
can States (OAS) in Wash- 
inaton on Wednesday, is 
Still only a proposal. 
Reagan said he would ask 
the US Congress to anprove 
$945 million (HC) in 
economic aid and $162 
million in military aid 
for the region this year. 

However, he made it 
clear that excluded from 
the aid would be Grenada, 
Cuba and Nicaraqua, 
which he described as 
threatening stability in 
the region. 

Reagan's plan is ciearly 
designed to maintain 
rightist regimes in the 
region, since the major 
slices will qo to such 
regimes as the military 
junta in El Salvador 
and the Edward Seaga 
administration of Jamaica 
which Reagan said was 
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one side of the two 
possible futures the 
region faced. 

The alternative, he 
Claimed, was further ex- 
pansion of political vio- 
lence from the extreme 
left. 

He continued: "A 
dark future is fore- 
shadowed by the poverty 
and repression of Castro's 
Cuba, the tightening of 
the totalitarian left in 
Grenada and Nicaragua, and 
the expansion of Soviet- 
backed, Cuban-managed 
support for violent ”* 
revolution in Central 
America. " 

The three revolutionary 
States in the reotion, 
Reagan said, musc first 
"return to the traditions 
and common values of this 
hemisphere, and we all 
will welcome them" into 
the plan. 

Besides maintaining 
rightist regimes, the 
Dolan is also clearly 
designed to build up the 
larger, more powerful 
countries rather than the 
Smaller Inglish-speaking 
states of the Eastern 
Caribbean, and to boost 
private sectors rather 
than public sectors. 








COUNTRY SECTLON GRENADA 


EDITORIAL EXAMINES MOTIVES BEHIND REAGAN VISIT TO BARBADOS 


St Georges THE NEW JEWEL in English 19 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


WHY has Reagan chosen to 
visit Barbados at this 
time? Many people are 
wondering. Clearly, one 
reason is a Dublicity stunt 
.oO try to drum ud support 
for the Barbadian economy 
and particularly for 
tourism which is in the 
deep. It might even get the 
Bajans to forget their 
economic distress for a 
while. It is well known 
that the Tom Adams Govern- 
ment 1S not Rappy about 
US carrying favour with 
Jamaica. One example of 
this, for instance, is 
Reagan's tax policies, 
which will encourage 
conference tourism in 
Jamaica in nreference to 
Barbados. All in all, how- 
ever, Reagan approves of 
Barbados' policies. 
Therefore, Tom will get a 
pat on the shoulder for 
batting in the ideological 
crease drawn by. Washing- 
ton. 

No doubt, there will be 
talks of a stronger 
military alliance between 
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the two countries. Tom 
will, of course, be offer- 
ed some arms. Reagan's 
policy is to place a 
heavily armed policeman 
in every zone of the world 
where the masses live in 
poverty and discontent. 
However, the main reason 
why Reagan is calling on 
Tom is to try to break 
up the regional integra- 
tion movement. For months 
now the United States 
has been trying to bypass 
regional constitutions and 
organisations. They have 
been busily trying to 
knock together a ‘Kingston 
Group” or a "Kingston 
sponsored group” which 
will be in fact a US spon- 
sored group of Caribbean 
countries. Reagan's idea 
is to channel the so-called 
Caribbean Basin plan | 
operations throuch this 
new shapeless ad-hoc um- 
brella, rather than 
through established and 
reputable regional agencies 
Or organisations like 
cpcc. Put simply he wants to 














lat the progressive 
untries. Therefore Rea- 
ran oming to campaign 
among regional leaders for 
this anproach. No doubt, 

l1 try to sweeten 
with some 


he wl] 
the vroposal 
dollars. 

he truth of the matter 
Reaqanism means 
militarism, devisiveness 


and volicies aaainst the 


a 


No doubt, Tom Adams will 


->~ 
» WZ 
through this new 
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trick. Caribbean integra- 
tion has been fought for 
for decades. The unity of 
Our regional veovles is 

a Strategic objective. We 
do not know how many years 
the Reagan Administration 
will be around for. But 
we know that we must 
Struqgle to maintain our 
regional unity against 
those who seek to divide 
us. 




















COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


CABINET DRAFTS ECONOMIC POLICY DIRECTIVES FOR DISCUSSION 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text] In continuing efforts to make this a successful "Year of Economic 
Construction", Cabinet yesterday drafted for discussion some 14 policy direc- 
tives to the state and para-statal enterprises during a two-day conference 
on the economy. 


In the policy directive, heavy emphasis was placed on workers" participation 
in running state enterprises and heavy manners for the managers who fail to 
recognise the rights of the workers as proclaimed in the directives, and 

the beefing up of the accounting system. 


The conference was opened by Prime Minister Bishop who spoke of its signifi- 
cance to the economy. A short presentation by Finance Minister, Bernard 
Coard followed, after which the seminar broke up into five workshops to dis- 
cuss their budgets for this year and to look at ways and means of increasing 
revenue and cutting down on recurrent expenditure. 


The second workshops. held yesterday, discussed implementation of the worker 
emulation system and of worker-democracy including scheduies for both. 


All the workshops had trade union representatives who represent the workers 
of the various enterprises. 


Nearly all workshops discovered that there were inadequate accounting systems 
in most enterprises which resulted in improper monitoring of the finances. 
They therefore requested that people be trained in accounting skills to 
manage accounts effectively. 


Another workshop suggested that some of the closely-related enterprises 
like the banana, cocoa and nutmeg industries should pool their resources in 


purchasing vehicles and in shippirg so as to cut down on the waste of vaiuable 


revenue, 


It was also felt that new markets and better prices should be sought for the 
three crops which are Grenada's main foreign exchange earners. 


Dozens of other suggestions to improve economic performance and cut down 
waste were forwarded to the two plenary sessions. All suggestions, 














recommendations and proposals will be forwarded to the Ministry of Finance 
for consideration with a view of incorporating them into the final budget 
and national plan, which will be announced on March 9. 


[his week zone council meetings on the economy continued throughout the island 
with the masses making further recommendations to boost the economy. 


On Monday, there will be another national conference on the economy, this for 
people who are not involved in any mass organisations or other private enter- 
prises. It is supposed to attract intellectuals, retired people who want to 
make a contribution in building the new democracy, and others. 








COUNTRY SECTION 





GRENADA 


VISITING JAMAICAN JOURNALISTS FIND ‘REAL FREEDOM' HERE 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 27 Feb 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


THREE journalists from the 
Press Association of Ja~ 
maica (PAJ), now on a 
fact-finding mission here, 
have said they are im 
pressed by the real free- 
dom that is being develop- 
ed in the Grenadian so- 
ciety. 

Led by former Jamaican 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(JBC) political and 
economic reporter, Hope- 
ton Dunn, the delegation 
comprise Desmond Alleyne 
and Babara Ne!son, who 
have each worked eight 
years with "The G’eaner' 
and "The Daily News" 
resvectivelv. 

gainst the background 


of negative and distorted 
reports about developments 
here since the Revolution, 
the PAJ delegation decided 
to come and investigate 
for themselves. 

They said that in Ja- 
maica, Grenada is por- 
trayed as "a barhed wire 
cage", meaning that all 
freedoms are being 
Suppressed. 

Dunn said that reports 
‘bout developments 
here in the Jamaican 


press are usually genera. 
and vague and the dele- 
gation will attempt to 
provide the Jamaican 
people with more de- 
tailed and concrete in- 
formation about the Revo- 
lution. 


However, meeting with 
FREF WEST INDIAN workers 


on Thursday, Dunn said 
that, based on what they 
have seen so far "quite 
unlike a barbed wire cage." 

"What we have seen here 
is a society which the 
majority of Jamaican peo- 
ple would like to see 
their society like” he said. 

According to Dunn, the 
group appreciates the 
achievements that have 
been made, inspite of the 
many difficulties the 
Revolution faces. 

Press freedom, Dunn 
added, must be seen in 
the context of the 
Struggle for national 
liberation and must 
serve the interests of 
the majority of people, 
who must have the oppor- 
cunity to express them- 
selves freely, without 
having being censored 
by a minority class. 








[In the Caribbean On their return home, 
traditionally it is only they will jointly com 
y Sa pile a report on their 


families for dissemina- 


the rich minor 
could afford t 
press and therefore, to 
enjoy press freedom. 


o O 
rt) 


tion among media and non- 
media sources. The PAJ has 


also contacted friendly 
media organisations and 
personnel in North 
America and Canada for 
assitance in publicising 
the report. 

A visit of a similar 
kind was made last year 
by two Trinidadian journal- 
ist, who concluded that 
there is no lack of 
freedom in Grenada. 


Tne delegation has 
been visiting the dif- 
ferent media houses, 
attending public functions, 
such as the closing 
ceremony of tne Julien 
Fedon Third Anniversary 
manoeuvres at Seamoon, 
meeting Government 
Ifficials end talking 
to working people. | 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


ARGENTINE ASSISTANCE DENIED--Guatemala City, 23 Mar (ACAN-EFE)-~-The Guatemalan 
Army denied today that it is receiving Argentine military advise to fight 

the guerrillas. Colonel Jaime Rabanales, official army spokesman, said 

that there is no Argentine military mission giving advise in Guatemala to 

the Guatemalan Armed Forces. Colonel Rabanales was referring to an inter- 
national agency dispatch that reported that 170 Argentine army advisers 

were directing the antiguerrilla operations in this Central American 

country. "There is no adviser or people from the Argentine Army who are 
directing counterinsurgency operations in Guatemala," the military spokesman 
stated. The Guatemalan Army has been carrying out since last December 

an antiguerrilla offensive in the western region in the provinces of 
Chimaltenango, Solola, Huehuetenango and El Quiche. Guatemalan president- 
elect Gen Anibal Guevara made an appeal last week to the guerrilla groups 

to join the peaceful life of the country. [Text] [PA231300 Panana City 

ACAN in Spanish 0140 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


ALLIANCE REJECTED--The United Revolutionary Front [FUR]. has turned down 

an invitation by the National Renovating Party and the Christian Democratic 
Party, to form an alliance, Miguel Angel Andrino Dieguez, FUR Political 
Council president, indicated. [Begin Andrino recording] It is unfortunate 
and also strange that we are being invited to form an alliance after what 
occurred during the electoral campaign. Everyone in Guatemala knew that 

the FUR and the Christian Democrats had formed an alliance. However, the 
Christian Democratic Party engaged in a number of political activities in 
which the FUR was left out. That is the reason why the FUR did not 
participate much in the presidential campaign. Another reason was the biased 
attitude assumed by the Christian Democratic Party and the National Renovating 
Party toward our party. Now that the union of the opposition has practically 
nothing more to do and now that it has lost the elections, they come to us 

to invite us to form an alliance. Our party leaders have not given the 
matter a second thought and decided that this is no time to be thinking of 
alliances of that nature. [end recording] [Text] [PA230418 Guatemala City 
Radio-Television in Spanish 0400 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1154 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


GOVERNMENT, MILITARY LEADERS HOLD MEETING 
PA222348 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 1145 GMT 22 Mar 82 
(Report by (Anariba Calix) in San Pedro Sula] 


[Text] A high-level meeting was held over the weekend between the chiefs 

of the various military branches, the chief of the armed forces, the 

Honduran President and several secretaries of state, possibly to discuss 

the domestic and international situation. The results of the meeting 

have not been released. It has been learned however, that Honduran President 
Roberto Suazo Cordova, Col Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, chief of the Honduran 
Armed Forces; Col Walter Lopez Reyes, commander of the Honduran Air Force; 
Col Humberto Montoya, commander of the naval force, and Col Leonidas Torres 
Arias, commander of the public security force, met in the Presidential House 
for several hours on Saturday. 


The meeting was also attended by Carlos Flores Facusse, presidential office 

secretary of state, Fdgardo Paz Barnica, foreign secretary, and Oscar Mejia 

Arellano, government secretary. 

The meeting was described as routine in view of the responsibilities that 
each of the participants have in their respective sectors. It is believed 
hat the participants discussed subjects related with the country's domestic 

and toreign situation. 


It has been reported that a press conference will be held this week to 
report to the people about the measures that the current government is 


taking to solve the country's problems. 


CSO: 3010/1159 
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SECT LON HONDURAS 





NVASION, COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES DENIED 


annovno779° mt 


\222222 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 22 Mar 82 
\Text} Who knows who is or why the Nicaraguan people are being kept in a 
permanent psychotic state and are led to believe that groups are being 
trained in Honduras to invade that neighboring country. Travelers coming 
n that country report that particularly the young population remains 
permanently on alert, awaiting the imaginary invasion. 


lt is most unfortunate that the Nicaraguans should refuse to believe the 
repeated statements of our highest government officials in that the people 
ind government of Honduras are loyal observers and defenders of the 
principle of nonintervention in the internal affairs of other states. 





How can our neighbors imagine that the Honduran Government could repeatedly 
ice its support of that principle and yet lend itself to warlike adven- 
tures, offering its support and territory to foreign groups? The president 
the republic, Dr Roberto Suazo Cordova, has already expressed to the 

national and international public opinion his government's position of 


leutrality and observance of the principle of nonintervention. 
; same token, Foreign Minister Edgardo Paz Barnica on several occasions 
erred to this matter and has asked the people and government of 
la te ive faith in the sincerity of the statements made in the name 


+} WaAndiran : . _ PHAN th, rap ha} "1Y P&L | . 3 <r 

the Honduran state concerning the fact that our country is not, and will 
7 . # « . q 7 — *-7 * ve _ = ‘i 

even lend itself to serve as springboard to destabilize the Nicaraguan 


of his latest statements, the foreign minister denied reports about 
istence of Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary camps on Honduran terri- 
ry, because our country and our government are loyal supporters of the 
le of 1intervention; that in the case of possible circumstances 
it effect, our government will exercise the corresponding controls 


yral authority, conforming to the pertinent legal provisions. 


yu yuntry is free and our government is democratic and having a deep-rooted 
anitarian awareness, receives those who for any reason come to live in 
oe =F 1 1 — » } | —_ 7 o ax . on *. *. . = T’ ‘ 
country temporarily, as has Deen mentioned D the toreien minister, inat 


1 , : e ' a i glk ee: - tie 17 _ 
loes not mean, however, that those refugees or immigrants will be allowed to 


ke use of the Honduran territory to engage in matters contrary to the 


_ ’ . . ear) 
iple of asylum. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


CHURCH COMMITTEE DECRIES ABUSES AGAINST REFUGEES 
PA230106 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 1145 GMT 22 Mar 8: 


[Text] The Diocesan Committee of Santa Rosa de Copan has charged that the 
Honduran Army is permitting violations of the national sovereignty by 
permitting the Salvadoran Army to participate in operations on nationa! 
territory. 


In a document issued over the weekend, the church authority of Copan 
charged that the Salvadoran Army comes into Honduran territory to persecut« 
the refugees. It pointed out that this is a violation of Honduran 
sovereignty. It stated that the border area authorities deny that human 
rights are violated. The document added that at the same time, there is 
an increase of the cases of arbitrary actions and abise of power. 


There is systematic harassment and persecution of the refugees and those 
who help them. This persecution has reached levels that verge on sadism 
ind barbarity. The political prejudice against the refugees and the 
Hondurans helping them might be the only way to explain this. 


Although in official statements the Honduran Armed Forces have stated that 
they detend and guarantee national sovereignty, they deny this with r-ions, 
permitting the constant violation of our territory by the neighboring 
country's army. This is even more condemnable since it has been 

they not only permit but also cooperate in the planning of strategy of t 
Salvadoran Army. 


It seems to us that this attitude violates the nonintervention and neut? 
that our country has proclaimed because the government is meddling in aft! 
that are the sole concern of the Salvadoran Government and people. Thi 
is made even more serious by tne fact that problems which are not 


country are transierred to our territory, thus leading to a lack 
{ > ol , aac i. , . ™ . _ ae — ee 
for the Hondurans and the refugees who seek asylum in a s upposea ly é 


country. In practice and without there being a war, the Hondur 


a >t 2 - “ ~ licat } —a 1 - . £ ,anc ~ me a : 
authorities have established a real state of siege a ) inie 
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terrorism on the bporaer, particulariy in the area <¢ 1 Virti 
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in view ot the harassment, the deaths and disappearances, the relocation 


oi the retugees is an imposed action which gives the refugees no choice. 
lhey are forced to relocate in Mesa Grande. 


We give the example of events in the (Guarita) sector. Since the relocation 
of the refugees who were staying there, freedom of religion is being violated. 
the church is selectively being persecuted, gatherings to preach the gospel 
are prevented and prohibited, and lay preachers and priests of the diocese 
who cooperate in he'tping the refugees are harassed. Such is the case of 
Father (Beto) who on several occasions has been abused, beaten u» and 
threatened with death by the Honduran soldiers. The latest attack against 
him occurred when he was celebrating mass in the Paris church, 


lt is particularly painful for us to confirm the persecution of many poor 
Honduran families whose only crime has been to share their roofs and property 
with the refugees, following the preachings of the gospel. 


The church document adds: We proclaim and defend the dignity of man and 

his rights because this is an essential part of our faith and therefore, 

ot the evangelical mission. Pope John Paul II tells us that if the church 

is present in the defense or the promotion of man's dignity, it does so as 
part of its evangelical mission whose essential part is action for justice 
and tasks that promote man. It is not for opportunism or for publicity 

that the church, expert in humaneness, is defender of human rights. It 

is due to an authentic evangelical commitment which, as occurred with Christ, 
is above all, a commitment with the most needy. 


In the second Vatican Council, the bishops of the world defined the church's 
missiecn in today's world stating that the joys and hopes, the griefs and 
sorrows of today's men, particularly of the poor and the suffering, are also 
the joys and hopes, griefs and sorrows of Christ's disciples. There is 

nothing truly human that does not find echo in its heart. The church therefore 
feels intimately and truly solidaristic with mankind and its history. This 

is the reason for the clear position of Pope John Paul II and the entire 

church on receiving the clamor of the long-suffering and exploited Latin 
American people. In their defense, it denounces and clarifies the following: 


To all of this is added the anguish that has emerged as a result of the actions 
of abuse of power, characteristic of regimes of force, the anguish over the 
svstematic or selective repression accompanied by [word indistinct], violation 
of privacy, disproportionate [word indistinct], tortures, exiles, anguish 

in so wany families due to the disappearance of their loved ones whose fate 
they do not know. 


Up to here important excerpts of this important document signed by Father 
(Guillermo Perez), coordinator of the committee, on behalf of Monsignor 
Rodriguez who is director of the diocesan committee. 


cSO: 3010/1159 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


i BRIEFS 


FLEEING NICARAGUANS TRAPPED--Tegucigalpa, 22 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--It was reported 
here today that about 1,000 Nicaraguan Miskito Indians are trapped in a 
swampy region in eastern Honduras after trying to reach the refugee camps 
in this Central American country. The Miskitos are an Indian group that 
lives in a vast jungle region known as Mosquitia between Honduras and 
Nicaragua. Thousands of these Indians have fled for various reasons to 
the Honduran side of the border. The trapped Miskitos were able to cross 
the border line but have found themselves in a swampy region that has 
prevented them from continuing on to the refugee camps and they cannot 
return to Nicaragua where they would be captured by the Sandinist People's 
Army. Sources of the world aid agency said that they are trying to reach 
the Miskitos with boats so they can be transferred to the refugee camps. 
The authorities estimate that there are currently 12,000 Nicaraguan 
Miskito Indians who live in Honduras as refugees. [Text] [PA222207 

Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1946 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


cso: 3010/1159 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA COMMENTS ON POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY IN INTERVIEW 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 7 Mar 82 p 9 
[Interview with Prime Minister Seaga by reporter Fred Archer] 


[Excerpts] Note. In the first part published last week, Mr. Seaga gave 
his views on Jamaica. 


Political Position 


Archer: Many people regarded you as being very leftwing at one time. Some 
of the more conservative elements were more frightened of you than they were 
of the PNP. Nowadays your main critics consider you to be too far right. 
How would you define your political position? 


Seaga: My political position has always been consistent. On my advent into 
political life, I took the position that something special had to be done to 
move the people who were not participating fully in the wainstream of develop- 
ment, into the full flow of that stream. It could not happen as a by-product 
of the development strategy; it had to be part of the development strategy. 

I spoke of the disparity that existed between the people who had participated 
in the mainstream of development and those who had not, in a speech that I 
gave in the Legislative Council called "the haves and have-nots". I out- 
lined at that time what the strategy ought to be. 


Simply stated, you can make the lot of the have-nots more equitable either by 
a pulling down or a pulling up process. If you pull down those in the better- 
off position then you destroy the means by which they could, in the process 

of a development strategy which was properly geared transfer resources and 
technology in pulling up those in the less well-off position. On the other 
hand, if you pursue a strategy to pull up the have-nots, then you do so with- 
out destroying those who have the technological skills and financial resources 
important to sustaining the levels of growth that are necessary, who are 
improving the economy so that there will be more to share among those who 

do not have as much. 


Improve Quality of Life 


I outlined in that speech the means as to how this should be done. And 
throughout my life I have maintained that same outlook on the development 
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process. First working through social programmes as I did in my early minis- 
terial days, to improve opportunities for persons who were in the under- 
developed sectors of the economy. And then, in my latter ministerial days 

as Minister of Finance, in attempting to improve revenues so that the public 
resources woulc be increased, to enable the Treasury to finance more pro- 
grammes that would help to improve the lot of the have-nots. 


I still maintain that position. In fact, one of my party's principal objec- 
tives is to direct a very special thrust at the rural areas, to improve the 
quality of life and to improve incomes. The people in the rural areas are 
in the great majority of those who have failen behind in the stream of 
development. 


I don't know that you can classify this in terms of any standard ideological 
principles. Some of the policies that I pursue may be considered to be right 
of centre in the economic sense, because I believe that we have to have 
viable and prosperous business if the government is to derive substantial 
revenue for the purpose of financing the social programmes that are necessary. 
To the extent that I have a deep commitment to social programmes and cultural 
programmes, this would put me left of centre. 





If you want to average me out, I guess I'm somewhere in the middle. 
Philosophy 


Archer: The American Ambassador, Mr. Loren Lawrence, told me that he 
thought--this was a personal opinion--that you and President Reagan were 
relatively parallel in your philosophy. Would you accept that? 


Seaga: I think there is some similarity in terms of our economic direction. 
Both countries are trying to restore economic buoyancy, in terms of making 
the productive sector stronger and more competi’ e, and in terms of reducing 
large-scale deficits in the public sector. As to how we approach them there 
will be a difference in the strategies used. In my case, for instance, we 
have used the strategy of putting a very stiff control on the ceiling of 
expenditure while fighting for the balance of the revenue. In the case of 
Washington, the extent to which they have been able to cap expenditure has 
been a very difficult one, because a lot of the expenditure is an index of 
the cost of living, and therefore escalates without any ability to control 
it. So they have been unable to use the same strategy successfully. 


But both countries faced very large deficits in their public expenditure 
programne, and they have both moved very decisive- to try to cut those 
deficits. [as published] We both believe in the reward for personal 
initiative, and therefore the value of enterprise, and seek to encourage that 
by deregulating the economy. 


I think that I would go beyond President Reagan's personal policies in the 
extent to «sich I value social programmes. But I am quite sure that he would 
also agree with my view that social programmes have to be financed out of 
economic buoyancy. That's the only way you can be assured that you will 
continue to have them. 
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Inf luence 
Archer: What people have influenced you, personally or through reading? 


Seaga: That's a very hard question to answer. I can't point my finger at 
any individual who I can recollect as having influenced me, or indeed any 
particular book or document. Ideas come from various things, and they 
accumulate. There's a cumulative position that you finally become aware of 
without being able to say, well, the main body of that idea came from a 
particular thought in a particular book, or a particular person. Over a 
period of years experience leads you to see things, in different lights and 
to perceive things on a basis of how experience has taught you along the road. 
So you are able to not only see problems in terms of what you think to be 
the solution, but whether that solution would create another problen, 
because you know what reactions are going to be. This comes out of a body 
of reading, experience and so on. So I can't give you an answer to the 
question of any individual having been particularly influential on me. 


Like Disciplined Societies 


I have seen certain patterns of development in some countries that I admire. 
The work ethic of the Far East, for instance, the extent to which the 
development process there had brought very real and meaningful results to 
the people. I like disciplined societies, but I'm a person who is very fond 
of culture and the arts, and I like societies that have a free-wheeling 
spirit too--providing it is of a positive and creative nature, and doesn't 
end up in negative and unproductive results. 


I love nature. I don't like concrete and glass. I like flowers and trees. 
I like countries that have that kind of beauty. And all of these things 
lead you to bear certain images in your mind, which accumulate more of 
experience than out of individual relationships, specific books or reports. 
It's a distillation of experience, with an admixture of ideas that flow from 
other things that you do and read and think about. 


In the third part of this exclusive interview, Prime Miasiter Edward Seaga 
will talk about: "Our neighbours". 


CSO: 3025/208 


92 











COUNTRY 


SECTION 


JAMAICA 


SEAGA INTRODUCES SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET FIGURES FOR '81-'82 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p 16 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





THE SECOND SUPPLEMEN- 
TARY ESTIMATES for the finan- 
cial year 1981/82, totalling just over 
$44-million, were tabled in the 
House of Representatives by the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, the Rt. Hon. Edward Sea- 
ga, yesterday. 


The Estimates reflect $189,215 of 
Statutory expenditure; Capital expendi- 
ture of $44,582,072; and a net saving in 
recurrent expenditure of $663,519, mak- 
ing for a total Supplementary provision 
of $44,057,768. 

There were net reductions in the 
existing votes in a number of Ministries 
and: Departments: Ministry of Finance 
and. Planning; Audit Department; 
Income Tax, Scamp and Estate Duties; 
National Planning Agency; Department 
of Statistics; Town Planning Depart- 
ment; Ministry of Labour and the Pub- 
lic Service; the Trade Administrator's 


Department; Ministry of Youth and ' 
Community Development; Attorney- ' 
General's Department; Registrar Gener- 


al's Department; and the Ministry of 
Tourism, 


Total net reduction in the existing 
vote was $8,569,326, including 
$6,525,000 in the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning. 

PROPOSED SPENDING includes 
$25-million additional requirement for 
credit support for the Sugar Industry 
Authority, %26 million for credit sup- 
port, — $16 million to the Banana Com- 
pany of Jamaica, $10 million for the 
amaica Omnibus Service and the 
amaica Railway Corporation; $19 mil- 
ion in additional capital subscriptions: 
— Air Jamaica ($7 million), Jamaica 
Public Service ot ny | ($5 million) and 
the Jamaica Mortgage Bank ($7 million). 
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Also included are $295,000 addition- 
al requirement for the Cultural Devel- 
opment Commission due to increased 
cost of Festival 1981 and the staging of 
Christmas concerts; $186,000 for the 
acquiring of 17 Customs Officers I and 
II to beef up the staff at the Norman 
Manley International Airport, as well as 
the upgrading of two posts to Customs 
Officer II]; $250,000 to implement 
health insurance scheme for Government 
employees from January 1, 1982; 
$184,000 for security work at the 
—— Information Sefvice and at the 

anover and East Street sections of the 
Ministry of Labour. 


THERE ARE ALSO $3.6 million to 
cover operational deficits at the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Corporation, $644,000 
for emergency flood damage repairs, 
$400,000 for maintenance of Govern- 
ment buildings and premises, $400,000 
to complete asphalting of roads: 
$105,000 to carry out urgent rehabilita- 
tion work on bridges, $910,000 for 
~ reconstruction of flood-damaged 
roads. 


_ So afe $583,000 for construction or 
improvement of secondary main and Par- 
ish Council roads, $2.1 million for arte- 
rial roads, $767,000 for the new Acci- 
dent and Emergency Block at the 
Kingston Public Hospital, $1.2 million 
for general improvements to Hospitals, 
$680,000 for Second Population Project, 
and $2:7 million for the Kingston and 
St. Andrew Water and Sewerage Project.: 
_ Statutory spending of $139,215 
includes $74,868 for the Supreme Court 
and $47,358 for the Governor-General 
and staff. 

Savings of under-expenditure includ- 
es $6.7 million from the $37-million sub- 
sidy from the “Basic Needs Basket,” and 
$900,000 from censuses and surveys car- 
ried out by the Department of Statistics. 














COUNTRY SECTION 





JAMAICA 


BANK WORKERS AGREE TO QUIT UNION; BITU VOIVES OBJECTIONS 


Citibank Explanation 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text ] 





NEARLY ALL THE EMPLOY- 
EES of Citibank N.A. Limited (for- 
merly First National-Ciry Bank), at 
New Kingston, have accepted a pro- 
posal from the bank's management 
to.resi¢n from the B.I.T.U. and not 
to seek trade union representation 
during their employment with the 
bank. 


_ A company source told the Gleaner 
that the only workers who have not 
agreed to the proposal were those who 
were away from work. The deadline for 
signing the document of agreement was 

arch 1. 

The company source said the bank's 
intention was not to frustrate union- 


ization but rather to attempt further “to - 


improve the relationship with the work- 
ers and to give the bank an opportunity 
wigperese viably”. 

- The bank contracted its business in 
1980, closing branches in Montego Bay, 
Mandeville and at King Street, in King- 
ston because of losses. The Half-Way- 
Tree branch was closed in February 
1981. The bank was unionized in 1977, 
when the company voluntarily conceded 
bargaining rights. 

RLIER THIS YEAR the bank cir- 
culated a letter to members of staff offer- 
ing them pay increases of $4,500 in ten 
months, plus a merit salary pool each 
year, Christmas bonuses, a new bonus 
programme, and promotional increases 
of between 5% and 20%. 

In return for these benefits, the com- 
any proposed that the workers write a 
etter to the management saying that 
they have resigned from their union; 
that they do not wish to be represented 
by any trade union for any purpose’ hav- 
ing to do with their employment with 


Citibank; and, that they accept Citi- 
bank's new programme. 

The company said that conditions of 
employment already outlined in the Staff 
Handbook will still apply. 


The current B.I.T.U contract with the 
bank expires in October this year. | 

The company said in a document out- 
lining the new ‘programme: These 
increases are being announced now as a 
demonstration of Citibank's commitment 
to you and to ensure our future success 


sn , 
UT THE B.I.T.U., in a letter to the 
bank's vice-president, Mr. Sanford L. 
Maier, said that it regarded the conduct 
of: the management as “most dis- 
raceful”, in light of the bank's pleas 
uring the last negotiations that it was 
not in a financial position to offer the 
employees the increases which were. 
claimed. : 
The union wrote: “It was after 
lengthy negotiations which took into 
account your bank's pleas of inability to 
pay that, as bargaining agent, settlement 
was reached for the new terms which 
formed the basis of the present contract. 
There was also retrenchment of staff on 
the ground that the Bank was suffering 


from reduction in business. | 

“We must therefore interpret your 
company’s latest action in offering new 
terms of employment without reference 
to, or agreement with, the union, as 
nothing short of an attempt at union 
busting.” 


THE UNION’S LETTER also said: 
“This is to inform you that there is noth- 
ing that you can do to prevent the work- 
ers of ie bank from exercising their 
right of association as enshrined in our 


Constitution, and their right of trade 
pong] membership as enshrined in the 
aw. 











The union said that the workers agree- Asked to comment on the. matter, 
ment with the proposals could not Mr. Maier said it was a purely internal 
deprive them of the right of trade union one between the management and the 





membership and that representation of 
the workers would be pursued. 


staff. 


Editorial Concerns 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text ] The arrangement between Citi- 
bank and its employees, apparent- 
ly ending union representation, 
taises disquieting questions. As 
reported thus far, the employees 
have accepted a proposal from the 
management of the bank thar they 
resign. from membership of the 
Bustamante Industrial Trade 
Union in return for a generous lev- 
el -of salary increases and other 
monetary benefits — and this, 
well before the October expiry of 
the wage contract with the BITU. 

Except to say that the matter 
was a purely interna! one between 


the management and its staff, the - 


company has not given its side of 
the story. The union has been 
more forthright, accusing the man- 
agement of “disgraceful conduct” 
amounting to “union busting”. | 
Even in a climate critical of cur- 
rent aggressive union attitudes 
athere must be some sympathy for 
=the BITU in this matter. Perhaps 
= there may be more than that, 
* depending on the interpretation of 
: Section 4 (8) of the Labour Rela- 
‘tions and Industrial Disputes Act. 
: That section deals with a situation 
‘ “where an employer offers a ben- 
‘efit of any kind to any worker as 
‘an inducement to refrain from 
exercising a right conferred on 


them by subsection (1)”"; that is 
the right to be a member of a 
trade union — a right enshrined 
in this statute and flowing from 
the constitutional guarantee of 
“freedom of association”. It is a 
right, of course, to associate or not 
tO associate. 


The legal question apart, we 
would have thought that the 
bank's action has doubtful long- 
term benefits for it, bearing in 
mind the industrial relations 
aspects of the matter. For there is 
nothing to prevent the workers 
opting, say, to join another union, 
or indeed forming their own staff 
association in pursuit of legitimate 
union activity. In that case we 
wonder how much would have 
been gained by the present 
strategy. 


Simply put the situation makes 
for unhealthy industrial relations. 
There is now too much con- 
frontation rather than the co-oper- 
ation that would promote harmo- 
ny at the workplace. 

In view of the possibly far reach- 
ing consequences, we think it 
imperative that Citibank should 
state its case publicly. This can no 
longer be. deemed a purely inter- 
nal matter. 


Employers Federation Disapproval 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text ] A STATEMENT on “The-Citibank Affair" 
issued by the Jamaica Employers Federation yes- 
terday said the J.E.F. could not support any 
action by an employer “designed to condition or 
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influence the worker in the exercise of his right to 
join or belong to the union. of his choice”. 

The J.E.F. stacement, through its President Mr. Les- 
lie Ashenheim, was the latest development in the issue 
involving employees of ‘Citibank N.A. Limited who 
have accepted management, proposals that they resign 
from the B.I.T.U. in return for increased salaries and‘ 
other monetary benefits. . 

_ The J.E.F. statement.said: |. 
“Recent press reports which have raised the ques- 


tion of the propriety of an employer seeking to induce. 
its employees to relinquish their trade union member-* 
ship, make it incumbent om the Jamaica Employer’: 


Federation clearly to record its position. 


“Freedom of association is one of the fundamental 
and most jealously guarded principles on which the 
International Labour Organization is based and, 
through its unprecedented tripartite structure main- 


tained. This is guaranteed by ILO Conventions 87 and 
98 — two of the most ratified and monitored 
instruments of that organization. 


“These principles are also embodied in the Con- 
stitution of Jamaica and specifically protected by the 


provisions of the Labour Relations and Industrial Dis- 
putes Act 1975. 


\ i 

“Of particular importance to this issue are the provi- | 
sions of ILO Convention No. 98 that -workers shall | 
enjoy adequate protection against acts of anti-union dis- 
crimination in respect of their employment which can- 
not be made subject to a condition that the worker 
‘shall not join a Union or shall reliquish trade union 
‘membership.’. Jamaica has ratified that Convention. 


“The Jamaica Employers’ Federation cansot, and 
does not, support any course of action or conduct by 
an employer designed to condition or influence the 
worker in the exercise of his right to join or belong to — 
the union of his choice.” 
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COUNTRY 


PNP INTRODUCES PROPOSED CHANGES TO CBI 


SECTION 


JAMAICA 


IN HOUSE MOTION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p l 


[Text ] 


A SUGGESTION that the recently 
announced Caribbean Basin Plan 
should be amended (a) to include all 
member states in the Caribbean 
Basin, (b) to remove all additional 
military assistance, and (c) to 
remove all conditions for benefiting 
under the plan has been made by 


the Peoples National bg 

Mr. Dudley Thompson, (PNP) (West- 
ern St. Andrew) tabled a motion to this 
effect on behalf of the Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. Michael Manley, in the 
House of Representatives yesterday. 

The motion read:“Whereas all politi- 
cal parties in Jamaica are in favour of 
declaring the Caribbean a zone of peace, 
and whereas the people of Jamaica as a 
whole deplore the intervention of any 
third party by the unnecessary supply of 
arms, as an intervention in the domestic 
affair of any country in the region. —_, 

“And whereas any offer of economic 
assistance bearing the stamp of hegemon- 
ic design in the region is unacceptable, 
and whereas the recent statement of Pres- 
ident Jose Lopez Portillo, of Mexicu, at 


Managua, contains important and posi- 
tive proposals to case the tensions in the 
Caribbean. 

“Be it resolved that this Honourable 
House give its wholehearted support to 
these proposals of the President of Mexi-. 
co, and be it further resolved that this 
Government exert all its influence 
throughout international bodies to 
obtain ~ for the proposal of Presi- 
dent Portillo of Mexico’. 

“And be it further resolved that the 
recently-announced Caribbean Basin 
Plan be amended (a) to include all mem- 
ber states in the Caribbean Basin, (b) 
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remove all additional military assistance 
to the states‘in the region and (c) 
remove all pre-conditions with respect to 
economic policy as a condition of benefit- 
ing under the plan”. 

AT A PRESS CONFERENCE, 
yestrday, Mr. Manley described the 
Caribbean Basin Plan as “an hegemonic 
plan which intends to exploit the cash 
shortage problem in the region so as to 
force the development of the region 
along a | geese path”. He said the 
Plan had explicit political intentions 
among them io take advantage of the 
cash-flow difficulties of the Caribbean. 
countries in order to advance the growth. 
uf the free enterprise system. ' 

“Only if you will bow at the altar'of- 
free marketarianism can you enter the 
kingdom", Mr. Manley said in reference 
to the Plan, which he said was not in. 
keeping with “the original concept”. 
Deviation from che original plan would 
result in an increase in the dependence 
of the economies of the region on for- 
eign capital and multi-national 
corporations, 

The political implications of vk 
were obvious, he said. There could be 
no doubs that there will be an 
incremental military existence in the 
region. This was deplored by the P.N.P. 
as a retrograde — 

Mr. Manley said that the exclusion of 
Cuba from the Plan was a.continuation 
of the economic blockade being perpetu- 
ated against that country. The exclusion 
of Nicaragua and Grenada from the ben- 
efits of Pian was also not in keeping with 
the institutional tenets of CARICOM 
nad the Organization of American States 
of which the countries in the region were 
members. 
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COSTA RICA TO EXCHANGE AID WITH BANANAS FOR COCONUT AID 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Mar 82 p 10 


[Text ] 


HE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA 
-4& RICA HAS GIVEN ASSURANCES 
that it will provide technical assistance. 
and training programmes for <echnicians 
in the banana industry, in exchange for 










Jamaica’s assistance to that country in its 


coconut industry. 


CSO: 


During the meeting 
President-elect Monge 
said that there should 
closer co-operation in tech- 
nical assistance and com- 
merce between Costa Rica 
and Jamaica as the two 
countries shared the same 


hemispheric problems and. 


democratic aspirations. 
Dr. Broderick explain- 
ed. that the. purpose of his 


visit. at. this time was {o' 


acquaint himself with the 
technology and produc- 





said that while Jamaica 
only produced 20,000 tons 
of export bananas laste 
week, there was a prefer- 
ential market for 150,000 
tons in the United King- 
dom, and that production 
would be increased to 
meet this market over the 
next 4 to 5 years. Costa 
Rica exports some 1.15 
millicn short tons of 
Bananas annually mainly 
to the United States and 


tion systems being wun sven 
employed in the banana : ‘ 
seduces. ta Cone Rice that Costa Rica would pro 


and to obtain technical 
assistance for the devel- 
opment of the industry in 
Jamaica. 

Dr. Broderick also met 
with the present Minister 
of Agriculture, Dr. Her- 
man Fonseca and his nom- 
inated successorFrancisco 
Morales. At these dis- 
cussions, Dr.- Broderick 
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vide required technical 
assistance and training 
programme for tech- 
nicians in bananas while 
Jamaica would reciprocate 
in helping Costa Rica 
with their coconut 
industry. | 
Interest was also shown 
in the development of 
trade in beef, and of 
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JAMAICA 


The assurances were given to Agriculture Min- 
‘ister, Dr. Percival Broderick. by President-elect 
uis Alberto Monge, during the:Minister's visit to 
a Rica last week, to acquaint himself, with the 
wechnology and. production systems’ ‘being 
ployed inthe banana industry in‘ Costa Rica. 


direct flights between 
Kingston and San jose. 
Minister Broderick had an 
intensive tour which 
included visits to the facil- 
ities of che’ National 
Banana Association 
4ASBANA); plants which 
manufactured boxes, con- 
veyors and plastic ‘sleeves 
for the banana industry; 
banana \plantations in 
Sequirres, Guapiles and 
the 28 mile district, the 
Tropical Research Centre 
(CATIE) in Turrialba, 
and the headquarters of 
the Inter-American 
Institute for Co-operation 
in Agriculture (IICA). 

The Minister was 
accompanied on the tour 
by Dr. Hansel Beckford 
and Mr. V. Bramwell of 
the Banana Company and 
his Personal Assistant 
Mrs. Stella Henry. 














COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


SCIENCE APPOINTMENTS--Appointment of Dr. M. O. Hamilton as Executive Director 
of the Scientific Research Council and of Dr. John A. Wright as a Director in 
Research and Development has been announced. Dr. Hamilton's appointment 
takes effect from February 1, 1982. He is a graduate of Jamaica College and 
the University of Toronto where he received the BSc. and MSc. degrees in 

1960 and 1962 respectively. He received Ph.D in Food Science from Michigan 
State University in 1970. Dr. John Wright commenced duties in November 1981 
as a Consultant in Research and Development prior to his appointment as 
Director on January 1. A graduate of St. George's College, he is the holder 
of a BSc. degree (Chemistry and Zoology) in 1968 and the Ph.D degree in 
Organic Chemistry in 1972, from the University of the West Indies. [Text] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Mar 82 p 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 





SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY, PSUM ELECTORAL ALLIANCE 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 3 Mar 82 p 7 


[Article by Angel Aguilar Perez] 

[Text] Although "we would have preferred a candidate more tied to the workers’ 
struggles," the members of the Socialist Labor Party [POS] decided to support 
Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo for the presidency of the republic, stated yesterday 
Cuauhtémoc Ruiz, a member of the POS's policy committee, after reporting the 
alliance between the POS and the PSUM for the present elections. 


Ruiz maintained that the PSUM's electoral program is more in agreement with 
what the POS supports than that of other parties. 


The agreement between the POS and the PSUM was signed on 1 March by Cuauhtémoc 
Ruiz and Pablo Gémez respectively in the name of their organizations. In the 
electoral platform established by both parties, the following points were 
outstanding: emergency wage increase of 50 percent; freezing of prices and 
tariffs; movable scale for wages; massive employment plan; unemployment 
insurance; payment of the minimum wage to the unemployed; 40-hour work week; 
free public services for all public housing developments; massive plan for 
public housing with a maximum rent of 10 percent of the family income; state 
control of transportation throughout the country. 


The signed agreement consists of 47 basic points divided into eight chapters 
that take in all sectors of society. 


The POS and the PSUM also reached an agreement to sunport jointly candidates 

for the Congress of the Union. The POS, said Cuauhtémoc Ruiz, accompanied by 
Raul Lescas and Alfonso Cruz at a press conference, will request nine candidates 
as its own deputies, but also “there is the agreement in which several of our 
colleagues not only will appear in the plurinominal lists but some of them 

will be in a feasible position to reach the Chamber". 


"Tt is a fact that the POS will have deputies. How many? We do not know," 
‘Cuauhtémoc Ruiz pointed out. 
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The Resignation of a "Small Group" Will Not Affect the PSUM 


Deputy Sabino Hernandez Téllez, denied that there are "breaks or divisions" 
within the PSUM because of the resignation of Rodolfo Echeverria from the 
central committee and a small group who followed his decision. 


Hernandez Tellez said that in the first congress of the PSUM--to be held this 
month--as well as in the results of the elections of July of this year, we 
will see the strength that the party has. 


Hernandez Téllez also denied that decisions are made from the top, which was 
stated by Rodolfo Echeverria, who also previously pointed out that the PSUM 
had become a purely electioneering party. 


"Echeverria can say whatever ne wants, but the results that we are going to 
obtain in the elections as a whole are going to be such that they will 
Surprise our own members and outsiders. The PSUM will be a strong and power- 
rul party," said Hernandez Téllez. 


in this same vein, Hernandez Tellez said that the party structure will not 
at all be affected by "the diversities of opinion" that have been raised 
regarding the case of Poland. "The fact that we may maintain different 
opinions about the case of Poland does not have any application. We believe 
that this will not affect or divide us," he stated. 


Further on, the coordinator of the PSUM's presidential campaign, also denied 
that the tour of Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo has been postponed because of 
internal breaks in the party. Since November of last year, Hernandez Téllez 
said, it was decided that the first congress of the PSUM would be held in 
March. On this we are in agreement, he added, and at such an important event 
the presence of Arnoldo Martinez is required as part of the collective 
secretariat of which he is a member. 


9545 
CSO: 3010/)320 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


FMERGENCY WAGE HIKES--Mexico City, 19 Mar (NOTIMEX)--Dr Segio Garcia Ramirez, 
secretary of labor and social welfare, announced today that emergency 
salaries will be paid retroactive to 18 February 1982. The official 
announced tonight the increase in salary readjustments geared toward 
recuperating the workers’ buying power. He explained that workers whose 
salartes were below 20,000 pesos would receive an increase of 30 percent, 
while those earning 20,000 to 30,000 pesos would receive a 20-percent 
increase and those earning 30,000 pesos and over would get an increase 
of 10 percent. Garcia Ramirez said he was assuming responsibility for 
this decision. [Text] [FL201740 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0349 GMT 
20 Mar 82] 


NEW COSTA RICAN AMBASSADOR--Mexico, 24 Mar (NOTIMEX)--Julio Sunol Leal, 
the new Costa Rican ambassador to Mexico today presented his credentials 
to President Jose Lopez Portillo. [FL251225 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 
2015 GMF 24 Mar 82 FL] 


RURAL BANK CREDIT--Mexico City, 23 Mar (NOTIMEX)--The National Rural Credit 
Bank will receive a credit of $400 million from 36 prestigious banks from 
around the world. The credit agreement was signed today in London under 
very favorable interest terms for a period of up to 8 years. [FL241507 
Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0435 GMT 24 Mar 82 FL] 


CsO: 3010/1141 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NINE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES DEPORTED FOR SEDITION 
PA222310 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 22 Mar 82 
[Interior Ministry communique--read by announcer] 


[Text] The Interior Ministry reports that on 20 March nine members of the 
Jehovah's Witnesses sect were deported for staging campaigns against the 
revolution, violating the state of national emergency, and manipulating 
the religious beliefs of our people by instigating antipatriotic 
activities, such as nonparticipation in the tasks required by the defense 
of the fatherland, discrediting the Sandinist armed forces, the Sandinist 
peoples militia, and disrespecting the national flag. 


The names of those deported are: (Kevin Alfredo Brooke Melford), his wife 
(Ruby Elise), (Bruce Newton), (Kenneth Henry Brian Salsbury), (Sharon Payne 
Reuter Douglas), (Guillermo Alfonso Martinez), (Margarita Ana Foster 
Retruver), (Janine Jane Eumanch Elniki de Thompson), (Rainer Thompson), 

the latter the representative of the Jehovah's Witnesses in Nicaragua, 

and (John Clark Bolter), director of the WATCH TOWER magazine in Nicaragua. 


In the investigations carried out by Nicaraguan authorities, it was confirmed 
that these persons were preparing propaganda material against the revolu- 
tionary process in a printing shop installed in a residential sector on the 
road to Masaya. It was also learned that these persons have staged similar 
campaigns in other countries of Latin America. Most of them entered the 
country under the authorization and prior consent of ranking military officers 
of the defunct Somozist guard, and subsequently began their antipatriotic 
campaign of sedition. The policy of truth is the policy of the revolution. 


Issued in the city of Managua on 21 March 1982, 


Department of Public and Foreign Affairs of the Interior Ministry. 


CsO: 3010/1158 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMUNIQUE CLARIFIES BAN ON IMMIGRATION 
PA200245 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 19 Mar 82 


["Announcement" to the Nicaraguan people issued by the Public and Foreign 
Relations Office of the Interior Ministry--read by announcer] 


[Text] 1. Immigration traffic in our country remains unchanged for 
Nicaraguan citizens or foreigners, who can enter or leave the country 
through any one of the designated border points, after complying with 

the established immigration requirements. 

2. All applications for the processing of immigration documents to obtain 
passports or visas, as well as those of alien status, are being handled 

by the central and regional immigration offices, as usual, during regular 
hours. 


3. The only exceptions are those cases which the appropriate authorities 
consider exceptions in the interest of safeguarding the security of the 


nation, respect for the law and interests of third persons. 


Issued in the city of Managua on 18 March 1982, by the Public and Foreign 
Relations Office, Interior Ministry. 


CSO: 3010/1157 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


RAMIREZ MERCADO REFERS TO FOOD SUPPLIES 
PA212329 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado, member of the Government Junta of National 
Reconstruction, a few minutes ago issued important statements to the local 
and international press. The following is a report from the Government 
Palace. 


[Begin recording] The Voice of the Defense of the Fatherland directly from 
the Government Palace wishes to report that a few minutes ago the members 

of the National Financial Council held a news conference, which was presided 
over by Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado. The conference dealt with production and 
the financial system and noted the interest and determination of the govern- 
ment, despite the present national crisis, to procure financing for the 
nation's production to avoid interruption in any sector. 


Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado referred to measures to insure a continued 
uninterrupted food production effort. In this respect he said there will 
be no food supply problems as all necessary provisions have been taken by 
the government. The following are some of the statements made by 

Dr Ramirez Mercado: 


Despite the national emergency affecting the country at this moment, the 
revolutionary government is determined to keep production going, with all 
necessary support being given to the industrial, agricultural and livestock 
sectors. 


The incentives recently offered by the government junta to produce items 
formerly imported continue in effect and have suffered no interruption. 


We can also say that we are applying measures to expedite agricultural and 
livestock production as well as food production so that we can continue 
guaranteeing basic supplies for the population. At this moment, we are not 
confronting any problems in this respect, as the nation's food reserves are 
excellent. 
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Even in the event of a critical situation due to aggression against 
Nicaragua, we have sufficient stores to supply the nation's population 
without any difficulty. In this respect, we must give credit to the calm 
and wisdom shown by the people during these moments. There has been no 
display of desperation to obtain their basic foods, and the sales in the 
markets, supermarkets and other similar establishments have continued to be 
normal. This evidently is due to the confidence the people have in their 
revolutionary government and the Sandinist Front. [end recording] 


CSO: 3010/1157 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


MISKITOS ESCAPE--In our 21 March transmission, we reported last-minute 
information that the air force of the Marxist-Leninist commanders had 
deployed its genocidal planes in beginning a criminal operation of persecu- 
tion. Last night we reported that our intelligence services had revealed 
to us a heroic escape by our Miskito brothers on the Atlantic coast. 

In fact, Radio 15 September, official voice of the Nicaraguan democratic 
forces, is able to reveal to the people of Nicaragua the following 
information: On 21 March at dawn, 600 Miskito brothers who were being 
held in one of the dictatorship's concentration camps were able to escape. 
We have been able now to confirm that the operation was successful. 
According to information obtained by the Nicaraguan democratic forces 
intelligence services, these brothers were able to escape from the concen- 
tration camp known as (Risco de Oro). We were also informed that the 
Marxist leadership has ordered its troops to carry out a huge military 
Operation to persecute and exterminate our Miskito brothers. Yesterday 
morning entire battalions of the dictatorship began the Hitler-style 
persecution and extermination operation while in searching for the 

600 Miskito brothers who were able to escape from the concentration camp 
toward freedom. [Text] [PA231230 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in 
Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


CLERGYMEN IMPRISONED--A last minute report: seventeen clergymen from 

Puerto Cabezas, Atlantic coast, have fallen victims to the brutal mangy-dog 
repression. Ten of these clergymen have been taken to the communist jails 
and are presently suffering the cruelest of tortures. At the same time, 
seven Canadian, U.S. and Spanish religious leaders have been expelled from 
the country to Panama and Costa Rica. While this wave of repression against 
our people is occurring church representatives are also being persecuted. 
Freedom of religion in our country is undergoing its worst crisis ever. 

While some of the clergymen who have brought the message of the love of God 
to our Athantic coast brothers have been imprisoned and expelled from 
Nicaragua, clergyman Wilson, who traveled to the United States with mangy-d 2 
Wheelock, has decided to stay there under the pretext that he will undergo 
surgery. The Nicaraguan democratic army's intelligence has disclosed that 
Wilson is staying at one of Washington's most luxurious hotels, paying at 
least $150 a day, plus food. [Text] [PA221444 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September 
in Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 22 Mar 82] 
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MDN Ol FICIALS--During a general assembly held by the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Movement (MDN) at the party offices in Managua yesterday, the MDN | 
unanimously confirmed Alfonso Robelo Callejas as party president. The rest 
of the Executive Council is made up of the following people: Alvaro Jerez, 
vice president; Roberto Urroz, secretary general; Cesar Avilez Haslam, 
treasurer; and Fabio Gadea Mantilla, sergeant at arms. Anibal Arana was 
appointed MDN secretary general for organization but was not appointed as 
member of the Executive Council. The disciplinary court is composed of 

the following: Oscar Herdocia from Leon, Jaime Vega from Masaya, 

Jaime Solorzano from Carazo, Eduardo Fonseca Pasto from Granada and 
"Maitro" Alonso from Leon, The MDN appointed Omar Halum as its repre- 
sentative to the State Council and Walter Balladares as his alternate. 

On 16 March the MDN will commemorate 4 years since it was founded, 2 years 
as a simple movement and 2 years as a party. [Text] [PA221830 Managua 

LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Mar 82 p 13] 





STUDENTS JOIN SANDINISTS--University students have formed four reserve 
infantry battalions, in contribution to the defense of the Sandinist 
revolution. During a news conference with (Pedro Gomez), from the 
National Union of University Students, UNEM, executive committee; 

(Oscar Tejeira), from the UNEM National Defense Commission; and 

(Raul Valdivia), member of the Sandinist Youth Departmental Executive 
Committee, it was disclosed that 2,200 university students have joined the 
Sandinist people's militias. This reaction by the students at a time of 
imperialist aggression led to the creation of the reserve battalions: 

the 30-62 battalion, the 20th anniversary battalion, the 30-72 battalion 
and the 19 July battalion for men; and the (Herlinda Lopez) battalion and 
Heroes and Martyrs of Batahola Battalion for women. (Valdivia) said that 
these youth battalions have reinforced other reserve battalions and are 
participating in civil defense, whose current task is defense of fatherland. 
He added that more than 6,000 secondary school students earlier joined the 
militias here in Managua are receiving military training at the (Juan 
Francisco Paguada) training center and at the Ruben Dario training center. 
(Valdivia) added that the 19 July Sandinist youth are teaching their new 
members how to respond in case of an attack. [Text] [PA210100 Managua 
Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


VENEZUELAN FRIENDSHIP--Dr Hilarion Cardozo, Venezuelan ambassador to the 

OAS, spoke for several hours in the afternoon with members of the 

Nicaraguan junta of the Government of National Reconstruction. The Venezuelan 
diplomat was accompanied by the representative of Herrer Campins to our 
country, Dr Jose Rafael Zapata Luigi, and the president of the Commission of 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, Dr Leonte Herdocia. After meeting 
with the members of the junta, he was approached by newsmen regarding the 
reason for his visit. He replied that it was a routine visit, since he 
generally tours Central America four times a year. He reiterated Venezuela's 
friendship with Nicaragua within the framework of mutual respect, trust, and 
self-determination of the two countries. Venezuela has never attempted to 
impose conditions on its assistance to the Nicaragua people, explained 

Dr Cardozo. Regarding the convoking of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance, TIAR, to promote intervention in Central America, Cardozo stated 
that his country has never participated in or supported the convoking of 

the TIAR. [Text] [PA222246 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 

21 Mar 82] 
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PLO LOAN TO NICARAGUA--As if to ywnderline its claim to be the "richest liber- 
ation organisation in the world" the PLO has lent about $12m to the Sandinista 
government in‘Nicaragua. According to financiers in Beirut, the PLO has a 
"legal" income of at least $250m a year, most of which comes from grants from 
Arab states and from taxes paid by Palestinians working in the Gulf. This 
tax of three to five per cent is deducted from the workers' wages at source. 
However, an increasingly important part of the PLO's finances comes from in- 
vestment. Because some of these investments are in countries and companies 
which might be considered hostile to the Palestinian cause, all details are 
kept strictly secret. In Beirut, with its 80 different banking houses and 
hundreds of fringe finance organisations, money matters are hard to conceal, 
however, and it is known that the PLO's "official income is at least matched 
by the money it receives from its investments and "under the counter” grants. 


[London ARABIA in English No 5, Jan 82 p 38] 


CSO: 4400/169 





109 














COUNTRY SECTION 


SIMMONDS DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PROGRESS AT PAM CONFERENCE 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 Feb 82 p 4 


{Text ] 


cso: 3025/209 


BASSETERRE, ST KITTS, FEB 22, (CANA) — St Kitts-Nevis 
registered a near-60 per cent increase in tourist arrivals from the 
United States in the last two years, Premier Dr Kennedy 
Simimonds has said here. 

He was addressing the 17th annual convention of his People’s 
Action Movement (PAM), one of the two political parties in the 
coalition government here. (The other is the Nevis Reformation 
Party — NRP). 

The United States, he said, had verified facts and figures which 
show that during the first year in office of the PAM/NRP 
government (1980) the number of tourist arrivals from America 
increased by 30 per cent — “more than any other tourist 
destination in the Caribbean.” 

He added: “In 1981, we registered another first in showing a 
27.5 percent increase over the previous year, a total of 57.7 
percent in two years, by far che most improved figures in the 
Caribbean for that period.” 

But the premier said it had to be recognised that tourism was a 
fickle industry and to safeguard itself, his government had at the 
same time been placing much emphasis on diversifying the 
agricultural sector. 

He said that cotton production in Nevis had been stepped up 
from about 40 acres in 1980 to about 400 acres at present. 

The St Kitts-Nevis premier also mentioned a major expansion 
in the production of peanuts and he said a local food processing 
plant was planning to start marketing peanut confectionery and 
other peanut products. 

Some 66 acres of government lands are under peanut 
cultivation, towards which the United States Agency for 
International Development -;(USAID) is making financial 
contributions. 

Dr Simmonds also told the PAM convention that revenue from 
the sale of coconuts in New York, where St Kitts-Nevis has a 
wholesale outlet, would amount to one million dollars (one EC 
dollar; 37 cents US) this year. 

He stressed that food production was an essential part of his 
government’s overall development strategy not only as a means of 
reducing dependence on food imports, but also for producing 
employment opporiunities for nationals. The premier said food 
production should go hand-in-hand with tourism. 

Dr Simmonds, who is PAM’s president, called on his supporters 
not to think along partisan lines when dealing with the country’s 
development. 

“This country belongs to all of us,” he said. “If we maintain 
peace, all of us will benefit from the progress we see unfolding 
before us. If we create conflict and strife, we will all be losers.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


FOREIGN MINISTER SEEKS UK, CANADIAN AID IN BARBADOS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/209 


KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, 
Tuesday (CANA) — St. 
Vincent Foreign Minister 
Hudson Tannis led a three 
man aid-seeking mission to 
Barbados last week for talks 
with High Commissioner's 
Stanley Arthur of Britain and 
Allan Roger of Canada, as 
well as Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank (CDB) president, 
William Demas, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

A government release said 
the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines delegation and 
Mr. Arthur discussed nap | 
to replace a damaged jetty a 
Union Island in the southern 


Grenadines. The jetty was 


wrecked last year when an 
inter-island vessel crashed 
into it. 

The British High Com- 
missioner was asked as well to 
consider financing the pur- 
chase of a second ramp-vessel 
or “roll-on, roll-off’ boat for 
service between the St. Vin- 
cent mainland and the islands 
of the Grenadines. 
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Funding of a new 
Parliament ce part of 
the main windward highway 
and a female prison were 
among the matters discussed 
with British officials in 
Barbados. 


The Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank (CDB) was asked 
to consider the establishment 
of a line of credit for farmers 
from the North Leeward area 
wishing to lease lands on the 

overnment-owned Richmond 
ale Estate, 24 miles north- 
west of Kingstown. 

Possible funding for a crop- 
dusting aircraft for the 
island’s banana industry and 
the expansion of the arrowroot 
industry also formed part of 
the discussions with the CDB. 


Among other matters, Mr. 
Tannis and his delegation 
asked Canadian High Com- 
missioner Allan Roger to 
consider funding an airstrip 
on Bequia, the largest 
Grenadine island, nine miles 
south of here. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 





COL BOUTERSE ON POLITICAL GOALS, FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 16 Feb 82 p 1 


[Speech by Lt Col Bouterse: "Respect indeed, but Suriname is against U.S. 
foreign policy"] 


[Text] "When we sign contracts we should be able to control the ensuing situa- 
tion. We will not sign contracts detrimental to our nation. For instance, we 
will not sign a contract with Japan permitting fishing in each other's waters 
while we do not have the boats and the necessary know-how; and Japan with the 
boats and the expertise will grab our fish. This period has definitely come 
to an end." Lt Col Bouterse, leader of the revolution said this in a speech 
delivered at the installation ceremony of the Third People's Committee in 
Paramaribo. 


We are prepared to attack the interests of this small group of exploiters 
because revolution means attacking interests. Suriname is experiencing a 
unique period because ours is’ the only country with a revolution without 
bloodshed. 


When there are revolutions in other countries, there is also bloodshed be- 
cause the interests of third parties are under attack. 


We attack such interests in a peaceful manner, but we act with persistence. 
When we state there should be a land distribution policy, we want every citi- 
zen to be able to obtain a piéce of land because it is intolerable that cer- 
tain individuals possess many parcels of land, moreover illegally obtained. 
When we take economic measures to curtail importation with Wild West 
characteristics, we are accused of being communists and the society is 
stirred up against us. 


Unite 


Lt Col Bouterse expresses his regret that the Surinamese society has not 
closed its ranks. We must unite to fight these reactionary forces. 


In spite of the fact that the revolution came for workers, students, the 
socially weak, and the downtrodden masses of our society, these forces have 
yet the temerity to say that there will be strikes. If there are problems with 
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workers they will be discussed with the authorities in charge. Lt Col 
bouterse said that big business is talking the workers into believing that 
the wage tax is not good. It ignores the fact that the groups that will be 
subjected to the wage tax will try to instigate the workers to take to the 
streets. We, the authorities in charge, will try to use all our patience 
and understanding to explain to the workers what the wage tax really is. If 
it has mistakes they will be corrected. We will try to prevent that these 
very workers, for whom the revolution was intended, will be abused and that 
the police and the military will have to take action against them. 


Democracy 


Lt Col Bouterse also denied rumors that there is no democracy in our country. 
We do not equate democracy with going to the polls every 4 years and helping 
a government to come to power. The truth is that no government can be ruled 
without a constitution. However, our constitution emerges while we are busy 
expanding and developing the revolutionary process. We do not want an 
American or European constitution, we want one of our own making with the 
advice of the entire society via the various people's committees. The new 
democracy of our choosing requires that the people elect a government truly 
committed to the progress of our country. We do not want democracy imposed 
upon us. We want to build a good society where a majority profits from the 
fruits of the land. 


We Surinamese should improve our mentality. This requires of course a 
fundamental approach and structural changes. We must learn to respect our 
own things and we should not always turn to foreign elements. In Suriname 
we respect the knowledge and technology of the United States because in con- 
ducting business we must use the knowledge of the Americans but we oppose the 
foreign policy of the U.S. Government. We object to the U.S. Government's 
intervention in foreign countries; for instance: while the people of El 
Salvador are engaged in a fight against the Junta and oppression, the U.S. 
Government openly supports the Junta and gives it arms. We do not like this 
and want to prevent it from happening in Surineme. We must unite in the 
struggle against imperialism, exploitation, and oppression in our country. 


10319 
CSO: 3105/ 115 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FORMER OFFICIAL, IN 'EXPRESS,' TAKES ISSUE WITH CBI 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Mar 82 p 11 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/209 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad — 
Former Trinidad and Tobaga 
rs = minister, Dr. 
Patric olomon, has taken 
issue with some of the promises 
underlining the recently an- 
nounced United States aid plan 
for the Caribbean and Central 
America. 

The socalled Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI), was spelt 
out by President Ronald Reagan 
in an address last Wednesday 
to the Organisation of American 
States (OAS), in Washington. 

Solomon, who writes a 
regular column in the 


Express 
newspaper here, criticised the. 


exclusion of leftist Nicaragua, 
Cuba and Grenada as well as 
the apparent “political 
colouration" of the scheme. 
Looking first at the economic 
side of the package, Solomon 
welcomed the fact that there 
was to be more United States 
aid: US $350 million on top of the 
US$ 475 million scheduled. 
More important, he said. the 


romise of general, one-way 
ree entry of goods into the 
United States market for a ene 
of 12 years, but excluding 
textiles and clothing. 

The CBI is also to include tax 
incentives for investors, a 
offers. to negotiate bilateral 
investment treaties, training for 
the private sector, particularly 
in investment promotion, export 
market and technology transfer. 

Solomon first took issue with 
President Reagan's statement 
that the one-way free trade 
area for regional goods was “as 
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unprecedented as today's crisis 
in the Caribbean.” : 

Wrote So : 

‘‘The remark betrays a 
strange innocence of history, 
both long and recent. The 
Caribbean economic crisis is no 
recent event. For example, 
Jamaica's unemplo t level 
reached a staggering 25 percent 
as far back as ten years ago and 
has only increased by per- 
centage points since. : 

“These figures are fairly 
typical of the region with the 
possible exception of oil-rich 
Trinidad and the tight little 
economy which Barbados has 
managed to run over the last 15 
or so years.... 

“The free trade proposal may 
be unprecedented as far as the 
United States is concerned, but 
has a- precise and recent 
forerunner in the arrangements 
provided by op oe 

Looking more closely at the 

proposal itself, Solomon noted 
that the president himself 
admitted that some 87 percent 
of the goods manufactured and 
exported from the Basin area 
already enjoyed free entry into 
the United States market under 
the generalised stem of 
preferences and the offer, 
therefore, affected only 13 
percent of the potential trade, 
excluding textiles and 
clothing. 
. “It must be assumed, 
therefore, (that), the effect will 
be more psychological than 
concrete,” the ex-government 
minister wrote. (CANA). 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY COUNCIL ADVISORS--Police Commissioner Randolph Burroughs has been 
named in a six-man team to form the Advisory Group of the National Security 
Council, according to a release issued by the Ministry of Information yester- 
day. Other members of the group include Mr. Leo Seebaran, Permanent Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of National Security; Commodore Mervyn Williams, Chief 

of Defence Staff; Mr. Lance Selman, Head of the Special Branch of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Police Service; Colonel Joe Theodore, Commanding Officer of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Regiment and Commander Jack Williams, Commanding Officer 
of the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. It had been reported elsewhere that 
Mr. Burroughs had been dropped from the team. Cabinet also announced the 
appointment of a four-man National Security Council with Prime Minister 
George Chambers as Chairman and National Security Minister, Mr. John 
Donaldson as Vice Chairman. Other members of the Nacional Council are 
Attorney-General and Minister for Legal Affairs, Senator Russell Martineau, 
and Chief Security Executive Officer, Mr. Jim Rodriguez, who is the Secretary. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 82 p 1] 


CSO: 3025/209 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


ARMED FORCES COMMISSION WARNS POLITICIANS 
PY202118 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1645 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Montevideo, 20 Mar (TELAM)--The majority of the politicians who 
last night met with the Armed Forces Political Affairs Commission (COMASPO) 
remained silent in view of the military warning that the government will 
have to modify the schedule of the institutionalization process if they 
continue with demagogic practices and if the political parties do not 
interpret the process correctly. 


The leaders who attended the meeting at the armed forces joint staff head- 
quarters left the building without the usual meeting with the journalists. 


Almost all the politicians who were approached by journalists through 
telephone calls avoided making any statement on the warning they had 
received and said that the information had been given to them by 

Gen Julio Rapella, head of COMASPO, who at the end of the meeting explained 
to the media the scope of this warning. 


Pablo Garcia Pintos, leader of one of the factions of the traditional National 
(Blanco) Party, was the only one to make a public statement. He said that 

the warning made to the political parties has the intention of doing away 

with the elements which destabilize the development of the process. 


Rapella stated that the political parties should refrain from demagogic 
practices because this will undoubtedly compel the government to take 
measures which will hinder the development of the political process schedule. 


He also maintained that the path to be taken during this transition process 
has been misinterpreted. This process should end in 1985 when the armed 
forces hand over power to the authorities elected during the national 
elections scheduled for 1984. 


Garcia Pintos stated that this warning could be addressed to the extreme 
factions of the traditional parties (Colorado and Blanco). 


The two parties are centrist, but some of their factions have a center-right 
or center-left leaning. 


CSO: 3010/1168 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY OFFICIAL VISITS CHILE--General Hugo Martin Medina Ferrer, chief 
of the Uruguayan army staff, has been in Chile on a l-week visit at the 
invitation of the Chilean Army. [PY231206 Santiago Chile Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Mar 82 PY] 


CSO: 3010/1168 
END 
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